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Inthe earliest days ofthis session, a motion Was made to 
take from his contract the printing of the census, for t) 
avowed purpose of patronizing a partly press. This n isure 
failing, the same object is now sought In another tori, by 
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Speaker. There are more than a hundred opera- 
tives at present employed in the public printing 
Take this work from the contractor, turn 
these one hundred men into the street, ruin the con- 
tractor, if you will, but for what purpose? To get 
the work better done?) What assurance have you 
of it? Have you any assurance that if you give 
the work to the gentlemen who have been named 
by the Commmtee on Printing, it will be better 
done or sooner done than it would be by the public 
Have the Joint Committee on Printing, 
in the contract they have made with these gentle- 
men, fixed the time within which documents shall 
be furnished to the House? If they have not—if 
no such assurance has been given, what are we 
to gain? Whatis the country to gain? What is 
to be accomplished by turning A. Boyd Hamilton 
into the street, and closing up his printing office? 


offic e, 


printer . 


I have myself ascertained, from personal obser- 
vation, or rather investigation, that the public 
printer has press power equal to 1,500,000 pages 
per day, and that he is now putting an additional 
operation. ‘This proves to my mind 
that he intends to do the work, and that he bid for 
it in good faith. I consider the opposition to his 
continuance in the performance of the work to be 
almost, if not quite, persecution, It has impaired 
his credit; it has prevented him from operating as 
effectually and efficiently as he would have dene; 
and hence has retarded him in the desirable ac- 
complishment of a more speedy and faithful per- 
formance of his 


press mito 


contract. This is a reasonable 
I asserted yesterday, upon 
this floor, and I now repeat it, that a paper manu- 
facturer in Philadelphia, induced no doubt by the 
fact that there had been a doubt thrown, in the 
early part of the session, upon the capability of 
the public printer to fulfill contract, had 
written to me to know what situation the public 
printing was in, and whether Hamilton’s credit 
was good, based, bey onda question, upon his con- 


and a fair conclusion. 


his 


tract for the performance of the public printing. 
This gentleman was willing to sell paper to Ham- 
ilton upon a fair credit, if he was assured that he 
would proceed to fulfill his contract, and that he 
would be continued in the execution of th blic 
work by the House. Well, sir, if gentleni@n are 
not-to have eredit who offer to do the public work, 
and if the contract system is to be continued, you 


build up a privileged class in this community, 


and in this nation, thatlam not willing to sustain 
by my vote in this House. It will require, as was 
said by the gentleman from Indiana, {Mr. Gor- 
MAN,] yesterday, a millionaire to come here, and 
submit a contract for the public printing. 

Mr. POLK. Who is he? 

Mr. FLORENCE. Ido not know. But the 
rentleman from Indiana {Mr. Gorman] said yes- 
terday,if | understood him, that a man ought not 
to attempt to do the public printing, unless he had 
capital; that a man could not pretend to do it upon 
reasonable business credit. 

Mr. GORMAN. Unless he had capital, I said. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Well, a millionaire has 
some capit ul. 

Mr. GORMAN, I said that the public printer 
could not perform his contract and pay the losses 
he would incur under it unless he had a millionaire 
al his hack. 

Mr. FLORENCE, Well, sir, it requires cred- 
it—reasonable business, commercial credit. I do 
not accuse the members of the Committee on 
Printing —God forbid that I should !—of any im- 
proper motives; but the fact stares us in the face, 
that, from the first moment this contract was en- 
tered into up to this very hour, there seems to 
have been a systematic detraction of the public 
printer; he, and indeed the nation having heard it 
universally, proclaimed that he was unable to 
perform his contract, notwithstanding every fact 
is adduced to the contrary. 

| have not time, however much I may have the 
inclination, to follow the subject further. My 
time, | regret to say, is nearly out, or I would 
refer more at length to the advantages to the coun- 
try which, I conceive, would be obtained by the 
establishment of a national printing office. It 
would elevate and dignify the industrial labor of 
the nation; it would insure to those who toil—the 
‘*toiling millions,’’ sir, in the language of the 
resolution of the Printers’ Union, which I have 
read to the House—their true position in society, 
and a fair compensation for labor in every useful 
occupation, This is the ‘good time coming,’ 
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which I desire may soon arrive. I am,I am free 
to acknowledge it, in favor of that kind of legisla- 
tion which will promote the happiness of the 
masses of society, especially of the working class. 
But Iam admonished, sir, that I have but a mo- 
ment longer. I hope, earnestly hope, the subject 
of a national printing office may be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and that they will, 
at an early day,—— 

{Here the hammer fe Il.] 

Mr. POLK. Iam very sorry to interrupt the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania in the progress of 
remarks so interesting to himself, and | presume 
to the House also. Itis not my purpose or ob- 
ject to discuss the question of public printing. I 
do not desire, nor will I so far forget my allegiance 
to Democracy—my allegiance to principle—as to 
follow or answer the argument which was illegit- 
imately used this morning by the gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] when he warned us 
that men have a power in the South, and that 
they will exercise that power, to control the Dem- 
ocratic party. Sir, when he comes here to tell 
the Democratic party, in whose soul, I believe, 
virtue dwells—when he comes to tell us that his 
party in the South will exercise a centrolling in- 
fluence, I say to him that he may form a Union 
party with the Free-Soilers. I say to him, and 
to other gentlemen, that | have been a Democrat 
as long as they have. If they intend—coming 
either from the North or the South, | care not 
which—to exercise an influence which will de- 
stroy the Democratic party; if they intend to per- 
form such an outrage as that upon the party, I 
want them to proclaim it like men, and I shall be 
ready, as | am at this moment, to uphold the pil- 
lars of the Constitution, and to denounce those 
that prowl upon the outskirts of the camp, be they 
who they may. I have endeavored to be concil- 
latory; | have endeavored to harmonize our party, 
as far as any expression of sentiment upon my 


part could do it; but do not ask me to fraternize, | 


to coalesce, and to sympathize with men who 
stand ready to stab the party, and bring about its 
dissolution. When the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi makes this threat upon us, he must under- 
stand that there is a ponderous arm in the party, 
that is@ir the safety of the nation, and that that 
ponderous arm will be found to battle against him. 

But I am diverging into a discussion of matters 
that, I suppose, ought to be discussed in caucus, 
and [ shall therefore abandon them; I do not con- 
sider it proper to introduce any of these irritating 
questions into Congress. 

But about this question of public printing—is 
there a member here—and I will pause tor a 
reply—is there a single member here, even the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. FLorence,] 
in whose peculiar keeping Mr. Hamilton seems to 
have placed himself—— 

Mr. FLORENCE. Oh no, not at all, sir. 

Mr. POLK. If the gentleman is not his keep- 
er, Lam glad of it, because I think he would be 
very badly taken care of. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I only desire that the House 
should arrive at a proper conclusion, and that the 
public printing should be properly executed. I 
have no especial partiality for Mr. Hamilton. I 
only wish that he may have justice done him— 
nothing more. This is the reason why, almost 
without conversation with Mr. Hamilton, I have 
entered into this debate—indeed, I may say, into 
his defense. I do not, however, assume to be his 
defender. I am for the establishment of a national 
printing office. 

Mr. POLK. Is that a public document which 
you hold in your hand, or is it the work of the 
public printer ? 

Mr. FLORENCE. By accident, I have this sa- 
cred book (the Bible) in my hand, having brought 
it to my seat from the Speaker’s table, this morn- 
ing, for perusal. I think it would be very much 
better if some of us would consult it more than 
we do. If it would not be improper, I might, per- 


haps, read to the House a passage from it that || 


would be pertinent to this occasion. 

Mr. POLK. I would say to the gentleman, in 
the language of Scripture, ‘* Go and sin no more.”’ 
{ Laughter. }: 

Mr. FLORENCE. Let me, in all candor, sin- 
cerity, and humility inform the gentleman—and 1 
do so with a full knowledge of my accountability 
to the ‘* Giver of all good,”’ that exalted Being who 


| holds the destinies of our great Republic ‘in the 


April 14, 
' hollow of his hands”—that I never sit down + 
the perusal of this sacred book but with tame 
nor rise from it but with profit and uilvahmes’ 
My friendly advice tothe gentleman from Tinaes. 
see [Mr. Pork] is, ** Go thou and do likewige >, 

Mr. POLK. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman fron ' 
Mississippi, in answer to a remark made by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, {Mr. Ranrov,) 
said : ‘* Upon the great issues which unite us as 
Democrats, we work together.”” Now, | wish ae 
know if the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr 
Brown] stands this hour, shoulder to shoulder. 
with a man from Massachusetts who would stea| 
our negroes if he had a chance? I say this. ana 
take the full responsibility that follows it, | Wish 
to know of thegentleman from Mississippi whether 
this be true? ‘The gentieman from Massachuse ' 
will permit me to say that his opinions are wpoy 
the records of the country, as proclaimed in his 
speeches, and he will therefore allow me to put 
the question to the gentleman from Mississiy pi, 
whether he to-day stands side by side with the 
gentleman from Massachusetts ? 

Mr. BROWN. 1 said yesterday, and | repeat 
it to-day, that upon the old issues of the Demo- 
cratic party, [do recognize the gentleman from 
Massachusetts; but 1 need net answer the gentle- 
man when he asks me whether I coalesce with 
that gentleman upon the question of slavery, He 
knows very well, without asking, and without my 
answering, that I do not. 7 

Mr. POLK. The gentleman says he does not 
coalesce with the gentlerffan from Massachusetts 
upon the question of slavgey. Why, sir, those 
two gentlemen are found Voting together in this 
House upon questions which agitate the harmony, 
and, if you choose, the power of the Democratic 
party. 

Mr. RANTOUL. I wish to interrupt the gen- 
tleman, not because I think it necessary upon my 
own account to notice the remarks he has made, 
but because it is right that the House should 
be informed upon this historical fact relating to 
the position of parties and members upon this 
floor. I therefore ask the gentleman to produce 
the record upon which he founds his charge against 

| me. 

Mr. POLK. What are my charges? 

Mr. RANTOUL. I understood the gentleman 
to say that I stood upon the record in a peculiar 
position, of which I am not at all conscious. 

Mr. POLK. I will answer the gentleman’s 
interrogatories plainly. If heclaims to be a Demo- 
crat, I claim to act not in the same fold, not in the 
same party with the gentleman. I say to him, 
that I understand he was elected to this House as 

|a Free-Sdiler; and I believe that any gentleman 
who would prostitute himself to such a miserable 
sympathy with Abolitionists, would steal a negro. 
Mr. RANTOUL. ‘The last remark of the gen- 
tleman I shall not notice; but that preceding it, 
which I suppose he stated as a matter of fact, I 
think I ought to notice. The gentleman says he 
understands I come here elected as a Free-Soiler 
by the F’ree-Soil party, if I understand his words. 
Now, sir, | come here nominated unanimously by 
the old line Democratic party of my district in 
the fullest caucus that has been held for many 
years for the purpose of making a nomination. [ 
come here unanimously nominated, in the first 
place, by a convention composed of delegates from 
the different towns; and in the second place, unani- 
mously by a mass convention to which every 
Democrat in the district was invited. I desire, in 
| the next place, to say, that I have never accepted 

the nomination of a Free-Soil party in my life; 
| but have kept strictly within the old Democratic 
organization. The Free-Soil party have voted for 
| me, and I am proud to receive their votes. 

Mr. POLK. Oh, yes; I do not doubt that. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Will the gentleman allow 

| me to ask a question ? 
Mr. POLK. I cannot yield further. 
- Mr. RANTOUL. I desire to say further; first, 
particularly to the gentleman from Tennessee, and 
| next, to any other gentleman who ma choose to 
/ assume the same position with him, that he does 
| not desire to hold fellowship with me upon tis 
‘| floor as a Democrat, that it is a matter for his 
| own option entirely. It is not a matter for me to 
decide whether he and J shall act in the same po- 
| litical party, or continue on board the same polit- 
ical ship. If he decides that we shall not remain 
‘| together, it is for him to step out of the party 
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whenever he shall please; for I shall certainly not 
step out Of it. {Lat ighter. | 


Mr. POLK. I amagine the gentleman will not 
be allowed that privilege; for they will order him 


“°* ON ie I rise to a question of order 
[Laughte r.] Iam extremely sorry to do it; but 
i take the ground that this is all out of order, and 
| appeal to the Chair to sustain the rules of the 
House 

The ‘SP EAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the debate is not strictly in order, 

Mr. POLK. There is no man whose advice I 
would sooner follow than that of the honorable 
eentieman from Massachusetts. 

F rile NABERS. The only wee I have in 
rising IS a My colleague [Mr. Brow nv] makes 
the remark that, upon the old issues of the Dem- 
ocratic party, h mself and the gentleman from 
Massac husetts stand tovether. Now, I desire to 
ask my colleague, with the permission of the gen- 
tlem in from Tennesse e, [Mr. Pouk, ] whether the 
es issues do not require a strict 
observance of the Constitution, and if there is not 
a clause in that Constitution guarantying to the 


{| Democrat! 


people of the South the recapture of their fugitive 
slaves? I repeat, is it not one of the great issues 
of the Democratic party, that ** No person held 
‘to service or labor in one State, under the laws 
‘thereof, escaping into another, shall, in conse- 
‘quence of any law or regulation therein, be dis- 
«chat ved from suc h service or labor, but shall be 
‘delivered up one laim of the party to whom such 
‘service or labor may be due ”? Ts my colleague 
[Mr. Brown] willing to recognize any man as a 
Democ rat who, under any pretext whatsoever, 
justifies the non-enforcement of the above provis- 
ion of the Constitution of the United States? 

Mr. POLK. Right there, upon that point. 

The SPEAKER. ¢ The Chair must arrest this 
discussion as out of order, unless permitted by the 
unanimous consent of the House. 

[Cries of ‘* Leave!”’ ** Leave!”’] 

Mr. FOWLER. I insist upon my point of 
order. 

Mr. RANTOUL The gentleman from Mis- 
sissippt [Mr. Napers] has inquired whether his 
colleague [Mr. Brown] and myself stand upon the 
same cround in regard to the strict observance of 
the Constitution, and especially that clause of the 
Constitution which provides for the delivery of 
fugitive slaves. Now| ask the gentleman to al- 
low me to answer that question. 

[Mr. Ranrovut handed to the Reporter the fol- 
lowing memorandum of the reply which he had 
wished to make, when he was prevented by the 
enforcement of the rules. : 

Before the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 
Brown] can tell whether he agrees with me on 
these points, he must first know my views upon 
them. TI insist upon the * 
Constitution,’’ not in unmeaning words, but in 
fact. Ifthere is any doctrine fundamental to the 
creed of the Democratic party, it is that THE Con- 
STITUTION BE STRICTLY CONSTRUED. By the 10th 
amendment, “powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor Se by itto 
the States, are reserved to the Sta S respectively, 
or to the people. 

The third clause of the 2d section of article 4th 
of the C onstitution, just quoted by the gentleman, 
does not, in terms, grant one scintilla of power to 
the Federal Government. It does not, by any 
implication, necessary, or even unnecessary, grant 
any power, any more than the first clause of the 
same section, touching immunities of citizens. At 
the time it was adopted, there is no reason to sus- 
pect that any one dreamed that it contained a grant 
of power. It was borrowed from the ordinance 
of 1787, in which instrument nobody has yet pre- 
tended that it contained a grant of power. ‘The 
fugitive law, pretended to be based on this clause, 
is a naked usurpation of power, without one sy |- 
lal ble | in the Constitution to justify it—a gross, pal- 
pable, flagrant violation of the Constitution, which 
we have s sworn to support. 

Such a usurpation, a Hamiltonian Federalist 
may justify. A State- Rights Democrat cannot. 
This T should have argued, if the previous qvEs- 
Tion had not been employed, last week, ** to quiet 
agitation,’ cutling off all debate.} 

The S SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from 
Massachusetts {[Mr. Ranrovur] and the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Pork] allow the Chair to say 


strict observance of the 
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that this course of remark cannot be indu 
except by the unanimous consent of the House. 

[Cries of **Go on! 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object. 

Mr. BROWN. I[ask that I may be allowed to 
answer the interrogatory of my colleague, { Mr. 
NaABERS. 

The SPEAKER. It is objected to on the right 


and on the left of the Chair. ‘The Chair was dis 


***Geo on!’ ] 


posed to indulge a very wide latitude in the dis- 
cussion, unul admonished by gentlemen upon 
sides, that the discussion was out of order, and 


demanding that the rules of the House should 
enforced. 

Mr. BROWN. I have but one remark to make 
and that shall be in order. It appears to have 
been in order for my colleague [Mr. Napers] t 
ask a quesuion, but it is not in order for me Lo 
answer It. 

The SPEAKER. 
Mississippi intend to cast an lmputation Upon th 
Chair? 

Mr. BROWN. 
was the fact. 

The SPEAKER. 
of order. 

{|Mr. BROowN request s the » Re porter to say, that 

f he had been allowed to re spond >» Mr. Napers 
sh Mr. PoLk, he would have said: Tl e ne 
was when the gentleman from M ichusetts Mr. 
RANTOUL) Was accepted as a sound Democrat 
Mr. Polk appointed him United States district 
attorney for Massachusetts, and thus indorsed 


: , : 
Does the gentleman from 


I simply mean to state what 


rm 1 o] 
Then the gentleman is out 


him to me and to the nation. He was a Demo 
crat then on the old issues. If he has changed hi 
opinions, I have yet to learn it; and if he | 

he is a Democrat on these issues yet. If the bank 


charter, or protective ti arifl, distribution, wastefu 
appropriauons, or the re peal of the Sub-'Treasury, 
any one or all of them shall be proposed, | wil 
not reject the aid of the gentleman from Massa 
chusetts (Free-Soiler though he be) in upholdu 

the Democratic side of these questions. ‘These 
were the issues—the old issues—when the hon 
ored brother of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee 
appointed Ropert ee district attorney. On 


these he was sound; we all! trusted him then, and 


if he has not changed hia opinions, | kng@w of no 
reason why we should not trust him now. 

On the new issues—those growing out of th 
slavery strife and the territorial acquisitions- 
there is no bond of sympathy, no affin ty be 
tween the gentleman from Massachusetts and my 
self. On all these issues, direct and collateral, that 
gentleman and myself are as wide apart as the 
poles. This the gentlemen from Tennessee and 
Mississippi know full well. 

if the gentlemen on both sides of the House 
who passed the compromise are to be trusté d, the 
slavery question and all the incidental issues rrow- 


ing out of it have been settled; the y were all com 
promised ; and it was but the other day that w 
passed a finality resolution, which meant, as | 
anenonen that there was an end of the main issue 


and all its in eidents, Now we have it due up 
resurrected, and dragged in here again, and 

too, by its own best triends. | hope we shall 
done with this matter. 

If fidelity to the Democratic party means that | 
must vote larze and fat jobs of printing to Done 
son & Armstrong, and if | can only signalize m} 
fidelity by voting other large and fat jobs to the 
Repu! blic, | must say to the gentlemen who are 
croaking "6 coalition!” ‘“‘coaliuon!”’ that in this 
view Iam not faithful, and never mean to be. 

I would as soon have the aid of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts in severing the unholy bonds 
which unite the Union and Republic as | would 
in pulling down protection or upholding the inde- 
pendent treasury. When a good work has te be 
done, | will ac cept aid from any quarter. 

It is a weak invention of the coalitionis 
this hue and ec ry; and e pect there! ry to divert pub 
lic attention from the f t that th ey have fastened 
the Union to one teat of the National Treasury, 
and then, by way of quieting the Republic, giving 
it another and a betteMone. Cry coalition as much 


as you please, the people will inquire by whom 


and for what reason these things were done. | 


Mr. POLK, 
] 


Chai : 7 
between the Chair and in centleman from Mi 


3; to raise 


i 


sissippl. 
me, | am willing that the gentleman from Mis 
sippi [Mr. Brown] should answer his colleague. 


I think I can arrange this matter 


As the remainder of the hour belongs to 
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The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Tt 
nessee will suspend. The gentleman from Mis 
SIss ppl, if he h id mar} ed the proe eedings, wou d 
have noticed the fact that the Chair was dist nosed 


} , 
to indulge the debate to an almost unlin ited ex 


tent; but he was admonished by the gentleman 


from Massachusetts, [Mr. Fowner.) and again 


by the gentleman from A] ima, /Mr Houst N 
that the debate was out of order, and called uno 
by thers 10 Safbres the rules of the Bete FE 
endeavored to do so, { 1 ions time without st 
cess: and he shall continue to en vor te perform 
his duty, whatever may be the op mof the 
tleman from M sis 

Vir. RANTPOUL., lL ask ie entlema tror 
Mississip 

‘The SPEAKER I \ con 
tt e Hlouse, the ¢ ! Wi ve fie y to hear tl 

I Thiel 

Vir. POLK W ntlema n Mas 

etts a ry explain ?[ s 

Mr. RANTOUL he ex on [ prope { 
to make 

Cries of * Orde QO ind nfusio 
in the Ha } 

The SPEAKER The Chair cannot allow this 
debate to > on I ( lr ealis y rtp 
orde 

\l LETCHER I move that th eman 
have iV 1 t ] 

Mr. GENTRY You « rot take the floo 
from my) M ‘g Ik \A | n ive 

Ihe AKER Lhe ran fr 1 Vin 
initia [Mr. Lerener) 1 é e ge emar 
from Ma 1 Ranrout iV ive l 
t {with | rema The Chai ute 
What e. iat subse 

Mr. MceMULLIN 1 rise i question of on 
de 

The SPEAKER The Chair is upon a que 

on ¢ re tie wa rceedin 0 vy, th 
the H uISe i ee to ve tne entiemal ive 0 
proceed with is remarks, matter of course, 
it must be done under e rule, and that rule does 
not allow this la tude of debate. In order, there 
for Mo reach the oly sought by this motion, 
there must ne irily be the unanimous consent 

f the House The Chair w now hear the que 
tion of order made by tl rentieman from Vir 
rina. 

Mr. McMULLIN. My point of order is, t) 
mv colleacue [Mr. Lerener} had not obtained 
the floor from the gentleman from lennesse 


Mr. Potxk,) and, therefore, had no right to sub 
mit the mouon. 
Mr. POLK. Iam for harmony in the Hou 


and in that spirit, | will even forego the privileve 
| have of continuing my remarks. I move that 
the whole subject do le upon the table 

Mr. CLINGMAN. | demand the ye wid 
nays upon that motion. 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio. Has the mornine he 
exmired s 

The SPEAKER It ha tt yet commenced. 

CABLE. Would it be order to m 

to cointo the Committee of the Who on the stat 
of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. The mo made 
to lay the subject of t ibli n the 
table; and, in th opmion of the Chair, that is a 


privileged motion. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to know what will 
become of my bul, if the subject is laid upon the 
table ? 

The SPEAKER. That will be for the House 
to determine. The Chair cannot anticipate the 
action of that body. 


Mr. WOODWARD. The motion is, to lay the 


whole su ject upon the t e now, Il desi to 
know what is meant by thi tion 

The SPEAKER. The C r will state that t 
proposition is, to lay the report upon the table. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Will tt include the gen- 
tleman from Pe yival : 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. POLK. I understand it carries with it 
eve rythu rc nected with the matter. 

The: SPI TAKER. It dor 

The yeas and nays were then ordered. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I move 


that the rule e su ! d, ind that the Hou 
resolve itse f into t (Lomiuiitlee of the W hole 
upon the ree onde 


i The SPEAKER. 


4 hat motion is notin order, 
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is there is a privileged motion pending before the 
House. 


of those privileged motions which must be put, in 


‘The motion to lay upon the table, is one 


the order in which they are made. 
Mr. MARSHALL. 1 lil 


like to know if 
the tena to lay u pon the table, is regarded by 


I should 


the Chair as a privileged motion? 

oz . SPEAKER. ‘The Chair does so regard it: 
If the gentleman will indulge the Chair, he will 
turn to the rules upon the subject. 

Mr. M ARSHALL Certainly. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts what the 
practice of the House has 
the point of order ra 


heen, in reference to 
ised by the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Marsa y} but T am di meee 
to decide that it is in order, at this stage of the 
proceedings 
the Whole upon the state of the Union. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I, then, make that motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 demand tellers 
upon that motion. 

“Mr. POLK. Has the motion to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole pre 
lay upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. POLK. ‘Ia 
chair. 

Mr. OLDS. 
the table. 

Mr. POLK. I withdraw the 

"Tellers were then ordered, upon the demand of 
Mr. Jones, Tennessee; and Messrs. Ilous- 
ron and Fow.en were appointed. 


, to move to £o int 0 the C ommitiee of 


-cedence of the motion to 


The Chair has so decided. 


ppeal from the decision of the 


I move to lay the appeal upon 


appeal. 


The question was then taken on the motion of 


Mr. Marsnatt, and the te 
noes 39. 

The House accordinely resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. tisparp in the chair.) 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 
CHAIRMAN. ‘The first business before 

the committee is House bill No. 7, for the promo- 
tion of agriculture, and for other purposes, and 
upon that question the gentleman from New York 
| Mr. Jenkins] has the floor, 

Mr. JENKINS spoke during an hour; and inthe 

ourse of his remarks he deprecated the notion that 
aa public lands must all be voted away; spoke in 
favor of the present system of disposing of the pub- 
lic domain, by whie h it can be purchased for one 
dollar and a quarter an acre. He contended that 
it has worked well, and that no scheme of specula- 
tion has successfully competed with it. Fle denied 
the rizht of Congress to give the lands away for the 
} irpose desiened by the bill, and argued to show 
that the ro of this measure would not be 
productive of the benefits claimed by its friends. 
{Mr. J.’s speech will be found in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. NEWTON obtained the floor, but yielded 
to 

Mr CHANDLER, who moved that the com- 


mittee rise, 


llers reported- ayes JU, 


The question was put, and the motion agreed to. 

‘The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman (Mr. Hip- 
BARD) reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had, accordin r to order, 
had under consideration -Llouse bill No. 7. beinga 
ball to encourage a riculture, commerce, mantlac- 


hes of industry, by grant- 


tures, and all other bran 
ing every man who is at the head of a family,and 
a citizen of the United States, a homestead of one 
hundred and sixty acres of land out of the public 
domain, upon condition of occupancy and cultiva- 
tion of the same, for the period hereim 
and had come to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. ORR. I move that the House—— 

Mr. MOLONY. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion, 

Mr. ORR. So do I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. I move that the House do now adjourn. | 
will, however, yield to the gentleman. : 


specified, 
i 


CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 

Mr. MOLONY. In looking over the Journal 
of Monday, | see that upon a motion to suspend 
the rules to enable the gentleman from Alabama 
(Mr. Smrrn] to introduce a resolution in relation 
to the census printing, [ am recorded in the nega- 
tive. I voted in the affirmative. Task 
the Journal corrected. 

Mr. STANLY. Lask whether the gentleman 
alludes to the Journal or the Globe? 


Mr. MOLONY. The Globe. 


to have 


Mr. STANLY. ‘Then it is sufficient to call at- 
ention to a fact—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chuir understands that 
the same ee oceurs upon the Journal. Itean 
now only be corrected by Unanimous consent. 

No object 
accordingly ordere vd to a correc “a 

Mr. ORR. [| now urge'my motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I appeal to the gentleman 
from South Carolina to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman can accomplish his 
purpose some other time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. As I cannot persuade the 
Hlouse to take up the business on the Speaker’s 
table, | do hope the House will allow Senate bill 
No. 271 to be taken up, for it is very important 
that it should be acted upon. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 object to taking up the 
bill out of its order. 

Mr. ORR. [ now insist upon the motion to 
adjourn. 


Th question was put, and the motion agreed 
0; an 

The House adjourned till twelve o’elock to- 
morrow. 


PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions, memorials, &e., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. — The petition of 80 citizens of the town of 
Sweden, Monroe county, New York, against the extension 
of the Woodworth patent. 

By Mr. BRENTON: The petition of F. P. Randall and 
15 other citizens of Allen county, Indiana, asking an ap- 
propriation for the construction of a canal around the falls 
of the Ohio river. 

By Mr. FITCH: The papers in the case of Henry H. 
Marsh, asking compensation for relinquishment of a tract of 
land erroneously entered 

By Mr. SMART: The petition of William Singer and 
others, citizens of Thomaston, Maine, tor an act prohibiting 
the carriage of freight and passengers for hire by Govern 
ment stean 

By Mr. RUSSELL: The petition of John L. Gilpin, post 
toaster at Athol, Warren county, New York, and 165 other 
inhabitants of said county, praying for a repeal of the fugi- 
tuuve slave law. 

sy Mr. PORTER: The petition of 48 inhabitants, and the 
commissioner, directors, and clerk of Congressional town- 
ship No. 45, range one west, in Warren county, Missouri, 
asking the privilege of locating a half section of land on 
some vacant public land, in lieu of section 16, in said town 
ship, oné@half of which 16q) section is covered by a con 
firmed Spanish claim. 

Also, the petition of William Porter, Jate assistant mar 
shal of Lineoln county, Missouri, asking additional com- 
pensation for taking the Seventh Census. 

Also, the pention of Celestino Gonzales, for the value of 
property destroyed in Mexico by the American army aftér 
the suspension of hostilities. 

By Mr. DISNEY: The memorial of Enoch Sheppard, 
praying for a pension. 

Also, the nemorial of journeymen segar makers in Cin- 
eciunati, praying for an alteration of the tariff, so as to re- 
munerate them tor their labor, on segars under the value of 
ten dollars per thousand. 

Also, resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of Cin 
cinnati, advocating the creation of a new United States dis- 
trict court in the State of Ohio. 

Also, the remonstrance of sundry citizens of Cincinnati, 

nst the extension of Woodworth’s patent. 

Also, a memorial of the Cineinnati bar, asking for the 
creation of a new district court of the United States in the 
State of Ohio. 


1- Vessels, 


IN SENATE 
Pucrspay, -2pril 15, 1852. 
> by the Rey. Lirritetron F’, Morean. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 
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| the axles of railroad cars; which was referred t, 
| the Committee on Patents and the Pate ~ 0 li 


communicating, in compliance with a resolution 


of the Senate, a repert of the Commissioner of 
Indians Affairs, relative to debts contracted by 
Indian agents in California; which was ordered to 
be laid on the table and printed. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. ae prese nted two memorials of prac- 
tical printers, of Philadelphia, praying the estab- 
lishment of a national printing office; which were 

eferred to the Committee on Printing. 

Also, two memorials of citizens of Philadelphia, 
praying the construction of a ship canal around 
the Falls of the river St. Mi ary; which were referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, resolutions of a meeting of citizens of the 
Northern Liberties of Philadelphia, in favor of an 
act granting lands to actual settlers in limited 
quantities; which were referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Anthony Shermen, praying 
the renewal of his patent for an improvement in 


Also, a petition of citizens of Phila 
praying a renewal of Emmons’s patent for» 
machine; which was referred to the Commit 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Philads Iphia 
county, Pennsylvania, praying a modification 9 
the bounty land law : which was referred to the 

| Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Lancaster county 
Pennsylvania, remonstrating against any action 
by Congress that will sanction the Wheeliyo 
bridge as it now stands; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also,a petition of citizens of Alleet hany county, 
Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the furthey 
extension of Woodworth’s patent for a planing 
machine; which was referred to the Committee oy 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. CLARKE presented the memorial of £ 
| Ritchie Dorr, praying compensation for services 
as Chargé d’Affaires to the Argentine Re; public 
which was referred to the Committee on I oreigy 

Relations. 
Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of the 
| heirs of Peter Gansevoort, praying to be allowed 
for the depreciations on commutation certificates 
which was referred to the Committee on Revoly 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. JONES, of fowa, presented the petition of 
Sarah L. Russell, praying the payment of a ce; 
tain Texas bond held by her; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of Jane 
Kearny, praying to be allowed a pension and 


4 


bounty land; which was referred to the Committee 
on Publie Lands. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have in my hand a memo 
rial from John L. Sullivan, who signs himselt 
nephew of Major General Sullivan, of the revo- 
lutionary army, relative to the preservation and 
national uses of one half of the gold from the 

| public lands in California. In this memorial, 
which is a very elaborate document, he sets forth 
five specific objects to which he wishes that na 
tional fund to be appropriated. Without going 

| into it at length, or occupying the time of the Sei 
ate by any further statement of the obj ject of the 
memorial, I move its reference to the Committe 
on Public Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PETITION WITHDRAWN. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, of Lowa, it was 

Ordered, That James Carrigan have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 

PERSONAL AND POLITICAL EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr. MANGUM. Mr. Eaentets I indicated, 
yesterday, a purpose to ask, by the courtesy ot 
the Senate, that I might be permitted to 
a matter which, | am aware, is not strictly in o1 
der this morning. I hope that the consent of the 
Senate will be given. 

The PRESIDENT. 
unless objected to. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, I have no 
speech to make, in the ordinary acceptation of that 
term. I desire to make a few remarks touching, 
as briefly as | may, upon a few points which, 1 
fact, are mainly in reference to my own personal 
position, which, I am aware, is of little conse- 

| quence to anybody but myself—a topic on which 
| most men are supposed to ‘speak fluently, and but 
few wisely. I shall be as brief as I can. 

It is known to the Senate, that, during the al 
winter, my health has been, I may | say, bad, 

at best very variable; and | have not partic ipated j 
| at all in the business of the Senate, except occa- 
| sionally and very slightly—still less h: ave J partici 
pated 1 In any arrangements or intrigues touching 
residential questions, or anything “ot that kind 
Vet | find, humble an individual as I am, that | 
am made the subject of newspaper speculations, 
represented variously and conflictingly at different 
yoints. However small may be the taper which | 
hol ld, I am unwilling that every wind should play 
upon it and extinguish it. I desire to be under- 
stood correctly. 

It has ‘been my habit, throughout life, on all 

occasions of this ‘character, never to be doubted; 
| and | desire, if I shall succeed in explaining my selt 
| perfectly, that I may here not be doubted on these 


é 
 planin 


eor 


speak ol 


The Senator will proceed 
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subjects. In regard to the next Presidency, I 
shall, very probably, stand prepared to support 
the gominee of the Whig Convention. I profess 
to be a party op and shall act upon that princi- | 

- | shall yield, as I was c ompelled to do, four 
ve ars ag ro, ag vainst my own judgment, if nec essary, 
rainst all my own inclinations, to support, as | 
did then, most strenuously, the nominee of the 

a+ erg ntion. 
Jut while L shall probably do this, | have my 
preference. I had the same four years ago; and 
that preference implies no dereliction of principle 
ipon my part, nor any departure from or modifi- 
cation Whatsoever of the principles that I have 
steadily mi uintained, for now nearly thirty years, 
in both branches of the National Legisl: ature. I 
know, if | go ina ro ular direction, that we 
rave conservatives both North and South of what 
is esteemed the peculiar institution of the South, 
who imagine that a man is unfaithful to them—is 
untrue to them, if he does not happen to tread in | 
the path indicated by them. [am old enough, if 
ot wise enous ch, to act upon the suggestions of 
my own understanding: and, wise or unwise, | 
shall probably do so without fear, favor, or affec- 
tion, reward or hope of reward—unintimidated by 
the menaces of power—unseduced by the bland- 
ishments of flattery. 

Upon this interesting question, [ unhappily am 
informed, and believe, that I differ as regards my 
first choice, from a portion of the constituency 
whom | have the honor to represent. It has not 
been an uncommon thing for me, in the course of 
my public service, to ditfer profoundly, upon sev- 
eral oct “AsiOnS, from my constituents. ‘They have 
been forbearine and kind, and that is the ground 
of many griefs and regrets when my sense of pub- 
ic duty impelled me to such differenc e. Perhaps 
the boldest actions of my public life have been 
those in regard to which these differences have 
and have, in the long run, given me what- 
le strength I may have had at home. ! 
shal] eontinue to pursue the course thatmy judg- 
indicate as the best for their interest, 
safety, piness, and prosperity, during the short 
that the relations now subsisting between 
myself and my constituents shall continue. 

My purpose is to retire from public life. 1am 
a candidate for nothing; nor do | expect to be ever 
again a candidate for anything. During nearly 
thirty years of service in both branches of the 
( iture, [ have never sought employ- 


arisen, 


ever Jitt 


ment shall 








time 


National Legis!a 
ment under any Executive, under any power. I 
should alws Lys feel a sort of humiliation in giving 
up the kind ‘confidence of a whole State to hold 
any office, however exalted and illustrious, by the 
feeble tenure of the will of one man. I have never 
sought it for myself or for mine. I shall never do 
so. I will also say that | have never felt a sense 
of humiliation in appealing to my gonstituents, 
the people of my own State; and, Boc cessful, 
that success has invari: ibly produced upon me the 
impression of a sense of my unworthiness or ina- 
bility to render this service comps atible with the de- 
eree of confidence which has been reposed in me. 

1 should not feel now any sort of humiliation to 
appe: il to them for any place of honor, trust, or 
profit, if they had it in their bestowal, though I 
am no candidate, and, in all probability, never 
shall be again, even for the favor of a people who 
are nearer and dearer to my own heart than any 
others; and [ trust the whole American family are | 
near to me. 

I understand, from evidences which I cannot 
question, that a majority of the people of North 
Carolina prefer the present President for the suc- 
cession, as.their first choice. That is not exactly 
my condition. I stand where I stood four years 
ago. I prefer another as my first choice. This 
diversity of opinion between my constituents and 
myself, can lead, I trust, to no results that may 
be detrimental to the public interests. I know 
perfectly well that the avowal of this preference | 
on my part will grate harshly on the ears of the 
friends of the present Executive, both here and 
elsewhere. But, according to the custom of my 
whole life, I feel it to be my duty to speak truly 
my honest and sincere convictions. I will speak 
even unpleasant things to my constituents, if I 
believe the public interests require It. 

Sir, | will further say, that I believe that the 
people of North Carolina are so averse to all the 
agitations that have existed here upona particular 
. and to all the agitations of a local and sec- 


subject 


| another portion of the Union. 
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tional character of every kind whatsoever, that 
they would very reluctantly bestow their support 
upon any one who either directly or indirectly en 
courages such agitation. In that oranene we do not 
differ at all; for | hold that no enlightened patriot 
can ever desire to see this country pass again 
through such terrible, such alarming scenes as we 
all witnessed during 1849 and 1850. I pray God 
that such may never happen again in yun- 
try. 

I know very well that there 
men who make light of it; 
fected to suppose, that no evil was likely to result 
from that agitation; who considered that the Unio: 
was safe; or who, to conceal their unpatriotic and 
traitorous devices, affected to 
Yes, sir, if they had been at sea, and in a storm, 
perhaps they might have made light of it when 
they regained lerra firma; but the y were 
affrighted, perhaps, during the time 
ments were beating and struggling, and warring 
above, beneath, and around them. ‘The wisest 
men in this country did think there was creat and 
imminent peril. thought so then—I think so 
yet. I hope we have esc aped it But with all the 
finalities, there is not yet a finality to the 
sition to agitate. I disapprov e the whole of it. I 
think that in this burning focus of faction at the 
city of Washington, quite as much is done to pro- 
duce this agit ition, as 1s produced eithey by the 
abolitionists of the North, or the 
I have no sympa 
thy with either of them. Ihave never been 
to speak in any factious spirit upon this delicate 
question within my recollection. It is my 
purpose to do it now. 

Instead of preferring the present President of the 
United States as my firstchoice, | prefer W infield 
Scott; and, if he shall be the nominee, I have little 
fear of the result. I know how difficult it is for a 
man, powerless, without patronage, ar d without 
official influence, to get a nomination ag: 
power of an administration, which can wheel 
the ranks a hundred thousand office holders, and 
dependants perhaps to the number of half a mil 
lion. I know that if they unscrupulously use this 
power, it will be next to 
nomination against them. ‘The present#resident 
is entitled to the declaration from me, that I be- 
lieve he would scorn the use of such means. b 
what some of his friends might do, I should not 
undertake to vouch for. Their activity, 
and somewhat absurd, as I thought 
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seems to fur 


nish a full guaranty, that they will not be in the 
future sluggards, and disloyal to their practices in 
the past. 

I have said that North Carolina will not be in 


clined to support any man who is in favor of re 
agitation upon 
and on that point I here express the conviction, 
and [ might almost say my knowledge, that Gen 
eral Scott can show as | of 
health, on these questions, as either the prese: 
President, Mr. Webster, or Mr. Clay. I say 
what [ think I know, during the pendency of 
these questions. After the 
of them, good and patriotic and pacific men met 
the ** All hails!” of the entire country; but, before 
those measures passed, when men 
plank, trembling over a precipice—that 
time to try the sincerity, the 
truthfulness of men’s professions 
duct. During that period, General Scott unquail- 
ingly went ahead to produce an adjustment of 
those angry difficulties, and a pacification 
which honorable men—North, South, East and 
W est—could stand upon in reference to the que: 

tions that were then agitating the country so men 
acingly and appallingly. I do not pretend to say 
that he approved of everything that was done in the 
various acts of compromise, and concurred in a 

their details. Far from it. I would venture to 
say, as a mere matter of opinion, that 
not a member in either branch of the Legislature 
that approved of everything in every one of those 
bills, 1 certainly did not But I acted upon this 
principle: I w ent for an adjustment upon which 
an honorable man could stand at both ends of the 
Union. I did not desire to obtain an advantage, 
ora victory, ora triumph over my oppone nts in 
that sectional controversy. I think there 
enlightened patriot who would not scorn to ac- 
quire a Véctory or a tr iumph over his friends and 
his brethren. In that respect, I believe, from my 
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intercourse with General Scott, that he more 
nearly coincided with my personal feelings than 
any other man with whom I nversed. Sir, 
national in all his feelings, in all his proclivitie: 
in all his inclinations, in all his professions, he 
desired ther a triumph of the North over the 
South, nor of the So 1. over the Nort! Nor did 
I | aesired a 1d tmer oO inv sort, r 
w! men migl 1 with ra h ex 
treme ot he Un wd reserve t L het we, 
without w erty, | think, would be extin 
usher und, per torevei Imagine thi 
Un 1 separated ex \ once set that 
eNal ’ ; and il Wo 1 t d wh mto the 
smallest and most contempti e, and fa us, and 
warring fragments, and we would become a by 
vord and a scorn to all the enlichtened portions of 
mank nd, who feel any inte stin h ul erty, 
ind in the progress of civill on 
I believe, therefore, that in doing what I do, 1 
indicating the preferen Which | have, | i ) 
decree denart from the iples | have airway 
vdvocated; in But vet | find gentlemen 
whose ambition mav be ited to a rwHuship, oF 
1county, or a Congre district, or at most, 
perh » LOA State ! \ I nN the pul i 
prints as a tail tothe kite ofthe honorable Senator 
from New York, [Mr. Sewant r whom | have 
due respect, except for his opintot upon the 
de subrec to which I have referred Chere 
we e wide as the poles asunder In regard ¢ 
that, we agt to disa f Yes, , these gen 
em »ot buty tel ya il iv consist 
ency, my ste idfastness to the South, to Soutnern 
principles and Southern mstitutior W here can 
the boldest of them find, that n ie life of 
iriy thirty years, I have ( ied thie resence 
of an enemy to the peculiar mterests of my regio 
of country ? where the } midation of power has 
nade me succumy or the indishment : d th 
i of flattery have educed rom ti our 
which I had marked out for mys« No recor 
t th oO be pr ced I may be little 
I l s 8 ect, Y | ope [ { loes he 
extend so tar as to make me tiona d to forget 
thatfhavea great duty t! lowe every portion 
of this blessed Un on. | I t B ome 
renntiemen are so extremely wise th hey tnnot 
i ciate witl entiemen Ww r€ rtain different 
vie W on t t rect We mtroduce tt ’ 
our platform and our creed a new principle We 
ire to take th Compromise 1 new ticle in ou 
1 tl 1 eres { l nA t ’ ne li very mu 
of late ut | ell re em ! vhen Ww issed 
if you went South, you would find but a mere 
majority of W hies “it | Demo I com ined it 
favor of it; and if you f North, you would 
find the maypority Lhe other way more Demo 
isin favor of itthan WI 3, ladmi Well, that 
would be a platforn I suppose our friend 
South Carolina, and ever f A ima and Mis 
sipmt, would be very nwilling to see it co 
structed; and som: Demoera is ther 
ire in th und, and as vind W hirs too, would 
un » mes I platfor n ] ‘ or 
ro ( i¢ ure ve Lit ) \ There is 
o longer an ert \ t tor th 1 of 
proviso und 11 more t ritory may ve« 
Leqt oul, Gahan Werth spirit of rapa Vy or other 
wise, to revivity these questi ‘They ire now 
settled. ‘There is1 1 Ww h agitatior 
ean act. If any triumph was obtained, it was but 
upon asingle pe int—!Ina corda f | PLE VE MA n 
the principles of all parties in thi ountry na 


each State may determine for itself what shall be 
the character of its domest tuts I thint 
there was no loss of onor on either sid Yeti 

has gone to the South, that there was an entire 
destruction ot all the els ents { hon r, and that 
men cannot stand u t tement Chey are 
asked to stand out of the I - but they would 
not stand there loi So, in the North, tt a 

the Constitution must be disregarded And who 
alle res it M mn who desecrate the H ny Bib e 
and the re Fionn ¢ uur Saviour ! if. But tits 
will not, in the * run, weigh with the common 
sense of the country; for I have an iding belief, 
that whenever this country si be deeply stirred 
to its foundations, it wil now common sense 
enough, and conservatism enough, to maintain our 


i ' ] es 
institutions. In i word, I nink a separation of 
theStates almosta political impossibility [thought 
otnerwise, or rather teare 1 otherwise, during that 
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hensions, as one would have had even for a parent 
or a child that hung by a thread overa bottomless 
gulf. T'he bravest of men were made to tremble, 
and almost to quake; were sleepless at night; ri- 
diculous as it is represented to be by some gentle- 
men who recklessly went forward, lighting their 
little tapers and making their way through the 
world, trying to geta little flash popularity which 
would not live longer than their tapers would 
burn. Recklessly as they pushed forward to 
results, fearful and destructive to everything of 
political philosophy, every lover of human liberty 
and human freedom must have felt that, on the 
decision of the questions then pending, depended 
the hopes of mankind; and that, if these reckless 
counsels should prevail, this Union—the hope of 


mankind—would have been buried for a time, if 


not forever. 


that sort of recklessness; 


[ hope never to be endowed with 
and [| hope that the ma- 
jority of the American people will never be en- 
dowed with it. [hope that, with afraternal, kindly, 
and affectionate seuse, we will watch our institu- 
tions, watch their progress, and endeavor to per- 
petuate their safety. 

In the preference I have indicated for the next 
Presidency, I feel that will be as 
secure in those hands as in any hands that could 
he selected in this Union. 


our interests 
I feelthat inthe purity, 
the nationality, the known honor, the honest and 
steadfast principles of that gentleman, they would 
be as safe as they would be aflywhere. In the 
providence of ¢ tod, it is not the highest ability 
ind most practiced statesmanship that is required 
to give us a good government. It would be most 
unfortunate for the world, and especially for this 
American world, if it were so. Right intentions, 
a sound and a firm heart, and a steady purpose, 
with the elements of wood, strong, common sense, 
that 
is necessary to make the people happy, prosper- 


ous, and even glorious. 


are all that are required for carrying out all 


The practiced Machiavelians, intimately acquaint- 
ed with all the sinuosities, tortuosities, and adroit- 
nesses of the cunning politician, yield to strong and 
high sense, a firm heart, and right intentions and 
directness of purpose, as quickly as our cou —— 
the wily Mexicans—yielded to a greater than Cor- 
tez, in his triumphant, glorious, and almost mirac- 
ulous march from Vera Cruz to the old city of the 
Aztecs, 

There is another circumstance which leads me 
to my preference in favor of the ventleman whom 
| preferred four years ago. ] think it was a vreat 
national misfortune that he was not selected at 
that time. If he had been President, we should 
have never had the scenes which occurred here 
during winter and spring of 1849-’50; we 
should not have had the Buffalo Convention, with 


all its disasters. 


the 


But this other reason of mine is, 
the ground of availability. It has been my steady, 
unwavering conviction, for more than a year and 
a half, that Winfield Seott is the only Whig in 
this Union, who can reach the Pre sidency by the 
1 admit that he has been 
somewhat crippled and damaged at the South— 
and I say it with all due respect—by the develop- 
ment of a premature, and, as lL have thoucht, 
somewhatabsurd ambition of the present ** powers 
that be.’’? They have endeavored to ally him 
with Free-Soil and Abolition influences: and the 
unerring instincts of fear, have brought the ever- 
watchful Democracy into harmonious coéperation 
with the * powers that be*’ on this point. 
there is no Abolitionist who believes there is any 
truth in that allegation, or cunningly-suggested 
insinuation—nor do they believe it themselves. 
There is no Free-Soiler who ever expects to be 
able to him as an instrument. Of all the 
men upon the earth, | should select him among 
the first who would never be made an unworthy 
instrument in the hands of any faction, whether 
South or North. Thatis my opinion. IT under- 
take to express the behef, that he is the only 
Whig in the Union, who has any chance to be 
elected to the Presidency; and I would say to my 
honorable and respected friend from Michigan, 
{Mr. Cass,] that I should never repine to see any 
honor conferred upon bim by the American people. 
Though perhaps this is praise coming from a quar- 
ter that may rather damage than benefit him, I 
must say, that I shall never forget the unwavering, 
steady, anxious solicitude that that Senator ex- 
hibited in the committee of thirteen, from the day 
of its first meeting, until the report was finally 


voice of the people. 


Sir, 


use 
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made, I say again—not asa Whig, but as an 
American citizen—that I should never repine at 
any honors the country might think proper to con- 
fer upon him: yet I should feel some sympathy 
for him to see him in collision with my friend, 
General Scott; for I rather apprehend that the 
scenes of Cherubusco and Chapultepec would be 
reénacted: though, of course, | do not mean to 
compare the Senator from Michigan to the Mex- 
icans. I venture to express the opinion, that there 
is no intelligent person within the hearing of my 
voice, who has turned his attention to these sub- 
jects, who believes that either of the other Whig 
candidates presented, can get even half the number 
of electoral votes necessary to make an election. 
There is not an intelligent person, | think, who 
has turned his attention to the subject, who does 
not entertain this opinion in common with me. 

| have a strong feeling of auld lang syne for my 
old friend, the editor of the Union; for I have 
been distressed at his sorrow that the Whigs did 
not seem to pay a sufficient degree of respect to 
certain other gentlemen who are named for a cer- 
tain high office. I sympathize with his solicitude 
and anxiety; for | have none but the kindest per- 
sonal feelings for him, and great respect for his 
sagacity—a quality which | think he possesses in 
a very high degree. It is the old doctrine of New 
York Democracy, first avowed, I believe, by Gov- 
ernor Marcy, now a very prominent candidate for 
the Presidency, that the spoils belong to the vic- 
torious party. Itis said, that there are fifty mil- 
lions of spoils to pass to the victorious party, 
And let me say, that if a satisfactory guarantee 
could be given to the friends of the editor of the 
Union, that we would nominate A or B, or any 
other than Winfield Scott, as a candidate for the 
Presidency, they might be w illine to advance, in 
the Hungarian scrip style, ten per cent. of these 
fifty millions, or five millions; and they would 
make by the operation, forty-five millions, with 
an absolute certainty. Our friends of the Democ- 
racy are keen at a sharp bargain. But if our 


| choice should fall upon the hero of Chapultepec 


and Cerro Gordo, and of all other fields where his 
proud war-steed has champed the victorious bit, 
they would not get off quite so easy. If this could 
be a busihess transaction, divested of everything 


| supposed to be dishonorable, sustained by public 


opinion; if we could give satisfactory guarantees 
of who should be the nominee of the Whig Con- 
vention, we would have the money paid over, 
after reasonable notice. in a short time after the 
books were opened. By going into the political 
marts, where offices are bought and sold, and 
arranged ‘‘out,’’ and ‘‘in,”’ 
very easy. 

This is a very dull, and a very dry business to 
be giving in a confession here which is exactly at 
war with the feelings of my own constituents; but 
so itmust be. I have seen, also, on the part of 
my friend—the editor of the Union reat solici- 
tude to exclude General Scott from any intima- 
tion, in the terrible session of 1850, directly or in- 
directly, of desiring any law to be passed which 
should be more efficient in restoring fugitives from 
labor to their former service. I find, by looking 
at the Journals, that as early as the 3d of January, 
1850, that bill was introduced and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary; and, as early as the 
17th of January, it was reported back from that 
committee. It underwent several days’ discussion, 
upon a motion which I myself had the honor to 
make, that with the resolution introduced by the 
Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Bex,] and the res- 
olutions and bills introduced by an honorable Sen- 
ator from Mississippi, [Mr. Foorr,]—no longer 
here—and the resolution of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky,[Mr. Criay,] should bereferred to that much- 
reviled committee of thirteen. We afterwards 
(what seemed to me to be an anomaly in parlia- 
mentary business) retained in this body the fugi- 
tive slave bill, subject to oceasional discussions, 
while the same subject was betore the cemmittee 
of thirteen. ‘The committee reported a bill on that 
subject, which we supposed would be quite as 
efficient, and less offensive to Northern sentiment, 
than the bill which finally became a law. 

By an amendment which was introduced—if I 
should speak of committee affairs—I think by the 
Senator from Michigan, and which was adopted 
and reported by the committee, it would have 
placed this law in a much more acceptable and 
less offensive condition to the North than the law 





the thing would be | 
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which finally passed. But there was a wreck of 
the omnibus, and we had to gather the membra 
disjecta as we could, and fix them together. ein 
doing so, we lost sight of the old fugitive slaye 
bill, reported by the committee of thirteen, and 
took that already prepared to our hands by the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and that Was passed 
General Scott, when he addressed the Union meet. 
ing at Castle Garden—when he wrote his letter to 
Mr. Clay—when he spoke in the Capitol and the 
lobbies of this Chamber, manifesting the utmost 
degree of anxiety and solicitude that some plan 
of adjustment should be agreed upon by which the 
Union would be relieved from the menacing condj- 
tion in which it was placed, must have had in con. 


| templation that with the other great objects. That 


he went for all the details of that measure, or for al] 
the details of all the measures usually called the 
compromise, 1 donot undertaketosay. I have never 
heard him declare it. There were many things 
in those several bills which | would have had out 
of them if 1 could. But the Union, like divers 
other papers, with a very patriotic spirit, looking 
very much to the pacification of the country, de- 
sires to reopen this question upon the fugitive 
slave bill, and to indicate that General Scott must 
say what were his purposes, or that he cannot be 
supported by honorable men from the South. 
Weil, sir, we shall see. I have no apprehensions 
upon that subject. I consider him as national 
and as patriotic as any man whatsoever who is 
named for the Presidency by either of the parties 
of the country. He would scorn to acquire a tri- 
umph for one section of the country over another; 
and nobody would do it but a little two-penny 
politician. No enlightened patriot or statesman, 
with enlarged views, would ever desire it. It 
would be the nidus—the nest of unnumbered ills 
in the future—the nest from which, instead of 
birds with brilliant plumage, to delight the eye, 
and warblings to regale the ear, would issue ser- 
vents to sting the American people to madness. 

t is unbrotherly, and it is as unwise as it is un- 
brotherly to desire such sectional advantages, 
miscalled triumphs. No American patriot can, 
or will ever desire it. 

If 1 were placed upon the confines of the most 
distant frontier of the East, or if 1 were placed 
upon the banks of the Rio Grande; or if, again, I 
were placed in the furthest West, upon the wild 
sea-banks, laved by the waves of the Peaceful sea; 
or if I were upon the cold heights of the Rocky 
Mountains, I should desire to be able to say, with 
a full heart, with a swelling, exultant pride, This is 
my country; Iam an American citizen. 

Sir, every portion of the Union, to the enlight- 
ened public man, if not equally dear, is dear to 
this extent: that he would acquire no undue ad- 
vantage over that, in favor of his own. A man 
who wouldado that, I would not trust with my 
purse, in thé’private walks of life—that is, if it had 
anything in it. 

But it is said, by a certain class of politicians, 
that General Scott should give out a letter and his 
views; of what were, and what are, his senti- 
ments and opinions. I should like to have seen 
what would have been said of a man who would 
have required that General Washington should 
ride over to his neighbors, in Alexandria, and 
have his views duly made out, under proper seals 
of office, that he was an honest man and a good 
citizen, and might be trusted with the management 
of the Government. What would have been said 
if such a thing had been proposed with regard to 
the elder Adams, Mr. Jefferson, or Mr. Madison ? 
It is indicative of a sad declension in the times, 
when you require of such a man the same sort of 
certification that you would for a thousand-dollar 
clerk in one of your bureaus. I had supposed 
that the Whig party, with a fresh recollection of 
the Kane letter, of the watchword of ‘* Polk, Dai- 
las, and the tariff of °42,’’ would not have desired 
any more of such things. I do not. 

I mean not, on this occasion, to indulge in any- 
thing like eulogium upon my first choice. I think 
eulogies of the living are always in bad taste. I 
think they are very often misapplied, and not un- 
frequently quite ridiculous. I shall attempt no 
‘ah thing. Let him stand forth, upon his own 


foot, and look: upon him as one of the ablest and 


most prominent public servants of the country, 
who has illustrated our annals in a way that has 
commanded the respect and the approbation of his 
countrymen, and secured for him the admiration 
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fthe world, as much for his goodness as his un- 


ul 


questioned greatness. You will not think there is 
danger of his being swayed by free-soilism, or 
abolitionism, or anything of that sort, proceeding 
fom the North or the South, the East. or the 
West, w any quarter less than his country, his 
whole country. It is an insult to suppose such a 
thing of a man who was born in a Southern State, 
brought up in the midst of Southern institutions, 
who was educated for one of the learned profes- 
sions; who has been, all his life, a law-abiding 
man; who has been, for the last twenty-odd years, 
the mark for the hostility of every Administra- 
tion. They fearedhim, and they hated him. He 
has been placed in the most difficult situations; 
and in the closing scene of the last war, when he 
was about to be brought home to his own coun- 
try almost in chains, the indignant refusal of his 
American heart to accept propositions made to 
him in Mexico, ts worth more than all the specu 
lations as to free-soilism, and abolitionism, Kane 
ae ism, and allthe rest of such things. I donot 
iclude in this the Nicholson letter, for 1 under- 
pik that perfectly. Ido not think there was any 
mystery about it. IL reviewed it four years aro 
and | then put the proper interpretation on it. It 
was honorable to the gentleman who wrote it; and 
his whole life, especially that portion of it which 
has come under my observation, has been devoted 
to what he considers to be the true principles of 
Government, 

The remarks which |] have made unon this oe- 
by the forbearance of the Senate, for which 
| return my sincere thanks, are made most disin- 
terestedly. [ make them honestly to my constit- 
uents. Though they may grate har shly upon their 
ears, and may produce temporary anger, yet it has 
been my fortune to have differed with them be- 
fore: and, after their long-continued kindness to 
me, | re perfect confidence that they will not 
imagine that [ would abandon any of their es- 

ential interests, or would see them abandoned 
without a struggle. I feel it due to them now to 
‘all their attention to the fact, that upon a false 
principle, to some extent, they are giving ll their 
sympathies and all their affections in one direc- 
tion, where they can be no better sustained nor 
justified than if they were given in the direction 
in which T give mine. I stand ready to comp are 
the rec ord, and I will make out as clean a bill « 
political health for my first choice as can be mi a 
out for either of the other gentlemen named by the 
Whig party. When [ superadd to this the fact 
that we havean Eclipse that can outrun time itself, 
and that will pass over Young America, and old 
fogyism as he would split the currents of air 
that meet him, I feel brac ed and confirmed in my 
judgment that the selection I have made is wise, 
judicious, patriotic, and, in the event of success, 
will redound to the interest, the happiness, and 
the glory of the country. 

I fee] that I have ee most unreasonably 
upon the ame coms of the Senate; but before I 
take my seat, | wish to aah that = present 
Secretary of St ate won much upon my tions. 
I should at one time have felt Villine to vote for 
him with a great deal of pleasure. 1 think that his 
position, and what he did, entitled him to the re- 
spect, and, in some sense, to the gratitude of the 
country, though I have yet to learn that a man 
deserves very much for the simple performance of 
his duty, particularly when such great stakes are 
to be played for as the ee ation of the Union. 
In the course of my pub lic life, [ have found that 
I have more frequently | veen put in a false position 
by a certain ardor, warmth, and susceptibility of 
temperament, than by the opposite and, perhaps, 
less amiable weaknesses. I must say that certain 
events supervening have modified, if the y have not 
entirely changed, the current of my fee Jings in that 
direction, not uncorroborated by the 
of my judgment. [stand first as in favor of one 
without competition, difficulty, or doubt. So I 
wish to be understood. Yet, as a party man, ] 
shall be prepared to yield to the decision of — 
to whom is usually intrusted the selection of 
candidate for the Whig party, unless I shall think 
that there is something unfair about it. In that 

ease, I shall feel and recognize no binding obliga 
tion upon myself. That, however, is of no mo- 
ment to any one, or to any thing, or to any result. 

J have been among our friends of the East and 
the North, and I have 
as J] was able 
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suggestions 


studied them as carefully 
to do during a two or three months’ 
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visit. They have more elements of greatness in 
the highest state of excitation and activity, th: an 
perhaps any portion of the world of equal popu 

tion. While they eviscerate many ieethe—-tame ‘h 
philosophy, they “also turn up a great deal that 
is worthless and useless, and even pernicious, 
While it is a land of intelligence and vigor, of 
energy, of power, it is also a land of all sorts of 
isms, which, among our more sluggish, and per- 
haps less mercurial, orit may be less conceited pop- 
ulation of the South, are hardly ever known to 
exist. Well, I have seen on the list of isms what 
I regard as the most respectable of any that has 
appeared in modern ye: rs, and the at is anti-liquor 

isn. It is one of a J t! il must comimat id 
the approbation of every reflective man who has 
lived half as long as | have. It is an endeavor to 
cure a national evil. Whoever shall discover the 
means of doing it may be regarded as a great pub 
lic benefactor Looking upon it In that sense, it 
may be regarded as in some spirit national, as we 
have all seen, with more or less re , from the 
highest ern in the — to the 
If they suggest, either by legate tion or other- 
wise, or by mort ral suasion, and find a remedy for 
it, they must be rerarded as vreat t public benefac- 


lowe Si 


tors, and as eminently conservative, (as | believe 
the Whig doctrines generally are,) and promotive 
of life and domestic hi (ppiness, Il wish them God 
nut IT wish they woul d keep that question 
out of the range of partisan politics ; for our recent 


disasters, 


speed: | 
I 


proceeding from that cause, are not 
quite agreeable to my feelings. I think that so 
pure and so unselfish a movement as that must be 
supposed be, ought not to be connected with 
partisan politics. Nothing can be imagined so 
pure, which, when it is brought into the arena of 
party politics, does not become soiled by the con- 
tact, and draggled in the mire and filt! 
things stand upon their own footing. I hope we 
shall have no more national cat 


lsends to the 





istrophes. ‘They 


are cot ore ntlemen who fix their eves 





upon ™~ Presidency—a sort of windfall, from 
which they may carve quite capital enough to 
make a 'P resident. And that has reminded me of 
an amusing book I have recently read, 
South Africa 
cround with the dead car came, and 
where vultures and the savage natives flock by hun- 
dreds and tens of hundreds, and ¢ ge, t und gorge, 
and gorge themselves until the Vy and all about them 
are monuments of “diss rusting rottenness. yy hey are 
essentially jacobinica } 


where, in 
, the successful huntershall strew the 


‘ases of his 


. and are the best represent- 
atives of communism, of jacobinism, of 
notions of liberty and equi omg , and of equal rights 
born with mankind. They are to my mind a per 
fect type of some of Aioae etna advi ‘ate the pare 
obinical doctrines o 


mode rn 


f liberty, equality, and com- 
munism, as samples of European republicanism. 
Sir, [beg pardon forthis wandering digression. I 
did not imagine that I was going 
the time which I haveo rcupied it; but 
I hope that in future I shall not be misunderstood. 


This is interesting to nobody but myself 


to occupy the 


. wey Ey 
senate hati 


constituents. Upon this question I shall be as free 
as they are. ‘Though humble in retirement at 
home, as I am here, | shall exercise my suffrage, 
I trust, as free as anybody; and when I leave this 
seat and go into retirement, [ shall be ‘ready to cry 
**All hail!’ 
rational liberty and w ell-regul 
vently hope that he n ay be vastly more successful 
than | have been in serving all the public interests. 
That, while he will 
vastly more I fervently pray for this for the 
honor of my native State, to the u 
deep sense of gratitude which I cherish for her, 
which can cease only with the last rieams of mem- 
ory and the last throbbings of my heart. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator from North Caro- 
lina has stated that General Scott can 
clean a bill of health as any eseennee of the 
party whose name has been used 
with the office of President of the U rnited States. 
Now, |! wish to know whether the 
ator speaks by authority, when he says that Gen- 
eral Scott occupies the same position with recard 
to the fugitive slave vill as the 
United States does? That is to say, 1 wish to 
know whether the honorable Senator speaks by 
authority in makine-this announcement? whether 
he want: the country to come to the cone 
that Gengral Scott is in 
law as it 


: : 
to my successor, and all promote rs of 


ated order, a} d I fe r- 


be more active, may be also 


1? 
abie, 


present as 
WwW hig 


n conne tion 


honorable Sen 


) ° 9 , 
President of the 


lusion 


favor of the fugitive slave 


is, and as it passed through Congress 





and, if elected President of 
execute the law as It Is, ane 


, 

tion or amendment whatsoe 

Mr. MANGUM. I wi 
man. Itis not my habit t 
to be cooled in the shade, « 
| have had no conversat 
matters since 
*} 


LOIS sul 


on political 


before last, nor on 


1079 


the United States, w 

1 oppose any modifica 
vel 

| reply to the gentle 
» bask rn the smiles, o1 
f rreat men, 

on with Gene il Seott 
December of e year 


ct, except in tne g lo 


leries and lol bye 3 of the Senate Chamber, or other 


portions of the Capitol, dur 

**omnibus”’ bill. 1 speak 

of his wishes, purposes, a 
Pury 


and I say he can present “us 


health as any gentleman 


ing the pendency of the 
what | know—l speak 
nd desire at tl ne, 
t il t ] oft i | ‘ | 

i til } baal i 

who named | i 


This is satisfactory to me, and the ex; e of 
‘‘the Kane letter’’ should satisfy t W arty 
We d no such letter from G us 
That was a time that tried me wl 
opinion was in dubi when it W aki 
\ lt re i da rin 
to e} for urd 1 ft { ‘ s 0 1 
Kil l, efore there had na ind ions of 1 
lic OPO mh cole uler e W l ol 
orable Senator from Michiga Mr. ¢ ASs | did so, 
and so did General Scott, wi ¢ i eal, and 
equal ard r. and « yu i ie resp 1 
ily tburve as evi enlu { triz ill wma 
unhing political 
\ to the prov ons « the \ slave | 
can the Senat from ¢ fornia name »>mea 
single person, who voted for wl | w ually 
rmed **t! omprom meas . Wi : 
fied with a the deta t he bills embraced in 
those measures If he will show me such an one, 
he will show me what I have not yet seen or even 
heard of. I was not sat ed with many of thes 
measures myself; but lL took them becau | W 
it was a platform on wi n honora men 
could stand, and it did ve niumph 
to one section over U other Il did not desu 
that it should. General S tt did not destre t, for 
| thi k he | is | ely I ona inv one Who 
voted on that que Stiol 
Mr. GWIN. The answer is ju what I ex 
pected it would be, that the Senator | not ithor 
ized to suy that General Scott was in favor of the 
ill as it is, and, if elected President, will mai 
tain it unimpaired, as the preset Pre dent of th 
l nited States ha d ne. | nave I h 1 respect 
for the personal and military cha ter of General 
Scott as any member of this body; I very 
Importan q Ol und thisisa very imp« nt era 
in the history of the country I believe no ge 


tleman in the Senate « 

el Scott is in favor of tl 
will execute it as t ! 
United States ha ind I 
when the Senator from 
that General Scott cai 

health, in regard to the « 
cluding the itive slave 
) iV Oo r W d 
he in y tl he ( 
to exe 1 f \ i { 
that he would « Ose a 


if elected President 


i ive Siave jaw, a d 
resen Pre lent of the 
undertal to say that 
North Cai Issel 

‘ t is cle } 1 bill of 

pro Y ¢ Wn 
law, as Mr. Fills eo 
date f he Pr ney, 
reneral Scott is pied l 
! heen exect ed, { 
vy alte ion of it law 


Mr. MANGI M. Sir, I have no difficulty in 


answering the question; , a events, in giving 
my opinion as to that. [have 1 rone to 
General Seott the question, nor have I exc! ed 
a W rd with him touching the P é ide VV, since 

Dec noer was 1 y il I t aL I y own 
knowl lve i id re ) ] y Ye ican make no 
President who Wl ! ft endeavor o have eve y 
iw exec ted, is lone i i | Vv,and ast 4 
his power will go, unl e a perjured, 
reckless, unprincipled man. I believe, sir, that 
General Scott, if elected President of the United 
states, W i | 1 law ex ited iccort r 
to the best of | ib \ eve! one H i 
be vorn to do | and we st forma very low 
estimate of his morals or character, if we suppose 
othe e. 

Now, sir, I ild like to know from the Sen 
ator fi Ca ruta, who feel o deep an interest 
Im the np mofG eral S tt on this subject 
vunetner, SUpPpoOs ny I ot his authority to state 
her he ild 1 n thes® measures pre 
s vy as they ex , may hope to get the vote 
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Mr. MANGUM. [I suppose I can as well an- 
awer for the Senator. [Laughter.] Gentlemen, 


therefore, need not show so much solicitude in re- 
gard to a matterin which they have so little per- 
onnl interest—California, as a State, has just none 
atall. But, sir, | beg pardon, they have an in 
terest—a deep interest—an interest involving fifty 
millions of dollars; because, I repeat, that if we 
vive them a satisfactory guarantee to make a cer- 
tain nomination, they hope to getin. Ihave noth- 
ing further to say on that subject, except that it 
might be a little inconvenient to some of the Dem- 
ecratic candidates to be placed on the stand, and I 
were permitted, unskilled as I am of late 

to run them throneh a course of searching exam- 
ination. I should like know what are 
opinions about the existence of Mexican law in 
Sir, Lhave but little respect for the 
} 


nave 


years, 


! 
their 


to 


certain causes, 


legal opinions of some on that subject. I 


my 
own opinion, however, on that matter, and should 
like to know their opinions on that and divers other 
small matters. Those opinions, however, will 
not influence my vote, and I would say 
that Ido not think it proper nor decor 


further 


those gentleman on the stand to answer sucli in 
quiries, 

Mr. GWIN. I 
moment, 

The Senator from North Carolina presented 
himself formally before the Senate this morning, 
according not.ce which he had given last 
evening, for the purpose of announcing the fact, 
that he is in favor of General Scott for the Presi- 
dency. He has given his reasons, and amone 
those reasons he has said that General Scott is as 
much in favor of all the compromise measures, 
including the fugitive slave law, as any candidate 
of the Whig party, for the Presidency. I there- 
fore inferred that he spoke from authority, and 
thought it pertinent and respectful to make the in- 
quiry. No Democratic candidate has been brought 
forward this morning In connection with this ques- 
tion; but I will say that if the nominee of the Bal- 


shall detain the Senate but a 


to a 


timore Democratic Convention is not in favor of 


executing the fugitive slave law as it is, and op- 
posed to any alteration of that law, I shall oppose 
niselection, Itake that responsibility in my place 
here, and I take the further responsibility of sav- 
ing that the gentleman can name no person, who 
is prominent among the proposed candidates of the 
Democratic party, who does not intend to main- 
tain that law, or who has a shadow of doubt as to 
his position on this question. 

Mr. MANGUM. That is true. 

Mr. GWIN. There is a doubt in regard to 
General Scott’s position, Ee has written letters 
heretofore; let him write another, and pledge him- 
self to the country and the world, that if elected 
President of the United State 8, he will execute this 
law as it is, and oppose any amendment of it. 

Mr. DAWSON. I consider this a fit oceasion 
upon which to ask the indulgence of the Senate, 
for the first time in my Congressional career, to 
say a word or two in relation to myself. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator can proceed 
if such is the pleasure of the Senate. 

There was no objection, 

Mr. DAWSON. What I have to say, Mr. 
President, ts entirely in relation to myself. It is 
known to this body that itis not my habit to speak 
of myself inthe Senate, orto ‘* define my position.” 
My acts heretofore have determined my public and 
party relations, But a position has been assigned 
to me, without any action of my own,in the New 
York Herald, a widely-circulated and influential 
journal, which requires some notice from me. 1 
refer particularly to articles published on Sunday 
and Tuesday last. The first is headed ‘ The 
W hig Caucus at Washington—Scottand the Fugi 
tive Law—Trouble in the Camp.”’ It isa long and 
interesting and admirably written article, contain- 
ing many things which receive my approval: but 
that part which refers to me is founded in mistake. 

The article of Sunday, the 11th of April, is in 
these words: 

“Tue Wore Caucus av Wasninetron AND 
rae Foerrive Law—Troveaie ix tue Campep.—We pub 
lished, exclusively, vesterday morning, the proceedings of 
the Whig Congressional caucus, held in the Capitol on Fri 
day night, for the purpose of arranging the time and place 
forthe Whig National Convention. As our readers will 
have discovered, there was involved in that caucus the 
important movement, by all odds, that has sprung up 
at Washington since the meeting of Congress. It is far 
more Important than any public measure of legislation, 
passed or proposed, because it involves the permanent 


Secor 


most 


! 
mus to piace 


question whether the powers of the Federal Government 
shall be surrendered into the bands of Seward and the anti- 
slavery agitators, as far asthe Whig party are concerned, 
or whether the Union, the Compromise, and the Consti 
tution shail be proclaimed as the basis of Whig principles. 
That is the issue between the Whigs of the North and the 
Whigs of the South. ‘Thatis the tssue upon which Gen 
eral Seott is to be tried 

The two most prominent characters in this Whig cau- 
were Mr. Mangum, of North Carolina, the chairman, 
and the gallant Humphrey Marshall, of Kentucky, the 
leadey of the forlorn hope of the South, possibly with the 
advice and consent of Mr. Clay. Mr. Truman Smith, the 
cluef cook and bottle-washer of the Taylor campaign, was, 
of course, on hand, and very prompt to move a snap judg 
meutupon anything like a declaration of principles. But 
Marshall intercepted him in a very explicit proposition, re 
quiring the Northern Whigs to show their bands upon the 
slavery question, before the South were called upon to join 
them in a national convention. The suspicious affilia 
tions of Scott with Seward, and his piebald anti-slavery 
and abolition and the equivocal hide-bound 
attitude of Scott on the fugitive slave law, were the reasons 
submitted for this dvmand. And they were enough. Mr. 
Marshall will be justified before the whole country tor grap 
pling the bull by the horns, upon the threshold. lf Southern 
men submit to be dragged unconditionally into a national 
convention, they will go out of it with a capitulation to 
Seward and his schemes, and their 
birtiright, tor the very doubtful chances of a mess of pot- 
lage. Letthe Southern Whigs bear in mind that ir, by a 
surrender to Seward, they succeed in the election, it will 
be the signal for renewed war upon the South, backed up 
by the whole power of the Adininistration ; for there will 
be a power behind the throne greater than the throne itself. 
Butletthem also bear in mind, that by an open alliance 
with Seward and his various Knots and cliques of agitators, 


“sate 
asso LuOns, 


a base surrender ot 


they demoralize the National Whig party—destroy it in 

the South—with all the hazards before them of a mostin 

glorious defeat, even in the pitiful coutest for the spoils. 
“There was a fair exhibition of firmness among the 


Southern Whigs, in support of the proposition of Mr. Mar 
shall; but the notice of Mr. Mangum,that he should con 
sider the motion out of order atthe next neeting, and the 
adjournment of the caucus to meet again on Tuesday even 
ing, gave a sickly and bad complexion to the whole atfair. 
Mr. Mangum would undoubtedly, upon a satisfactory plat 
torm, be a very popular candidate to run with General Scott. 
Perhaps his colleagues—Mr. Badger of the Senate, and 
Mr. Stanly of the Ilouse —entertain the same opinion. 
Itmay be that Mr. Senator Dawson, of Georgia, has some 
aspirations for the Vice Presidency. At all events, the ap 
parent willingness all distinguished Southern 
Whigs to take Scott and his right bower—Seward—upon 
trust, give a bad aspect to the whole case—the aspect of a 
final caving in to the most insidious and dangerous of all 
the enemies of the South. 

** We have our misgivings that, in the second meeting of 
the caucus, the Northern Whigs, aided by a few members 
from the South, more intent upon ‘the spoils’ than upon 
principles and fidelity to their own institutions, will sue 
ceed. We have our fears of just that sort of a compromise 
upon which General Taylor was elected, and which re 
sulted in driving the country headlong to the verge of civil 
war onthe Texas question. Itis not for us to presume that 
the death of General Taylor was a Providential interposition 
for the salvation of the Union; but we have reason to sup 
pose that, had he lived, the influence of his Seward cabinet 
would have held him to his mistaken policy, and that the 
very next step init would have been a war between ‘Texas 
and New Mexico. I[t is hardly necessary to follow the 
consequences of such a step at that time: the end, in all 
human probability, would have been an abrupt dissolution 
of Congress, the sion of the South, and the destruc 
tion of ti 

‘© Now, the question is, are the Whigs of the South willing 
to run the risks of another campaign without a platform? 
We repeat, that we have our misgivings that Mr. Hum 
phrey Marshall and the compromise Whigs of the South will 
have to vield the wall to the force of numbers, o1 
from the Northern Whig party. 


ol these 


sect 


e Union. 


secede 
If they cannot, neither in 


person, nor by proxy, induce General Scott to show his 
hand or open his mouth upon the fugitive law, then it will 
be a duty which they owe to the Union and the South to 
bolt, and leave the Northern Whigs to belp themselves. 


The late violent denunciations of the fugitive law, upon the 
Horace Preston, by the leading organs of Seward 
in this city and State, abundantly show that there is to be 
no peace upon that question—no finality, no acquiescence 
on the part of the Seward wing of the Whig party. Ke 
sistance and agitation are to be renewed in every case of 
the recapture of a runaway slave, till the law is repealed, 
ind measures are substituted, which will secure 
treedom to the fugitive upon Mason and Dixon’s 
line, or the Ohio river. And this is but a step in the aboli 
tion , the ultimatum of which is nothing less 
than the total abolition of slavery inthe South, by a peace 
able or bloody revolution. There is no disguise in all this. 


case ol 


other 


crossing 


programm 


It is published to the world by the anti-slavery societies 
themselves, of whom Seward is the willing organ in the 
Senate. Every inch of ground which ts lost by the South 
is a gain to them, and they never recede an inch. Will, 


then, the Southern Whigs knock under and cave in to the 
dictation of Seward, and accept his candidate upon his own 
terms, to conciliate his favor and the support of bis allies? 
That is the question. 

“The Whigs and the Democrats of the South have each 
the alternative of running an independent ticket, if their 
Northern allies will not toe the mark. ‘They have thus the 
power of throwing the election into the [louse of Repre 
sentatives, where they wil! have the strength to defeat the 
schemes of Seward, and the power of giving both parties 
an example of their principles, which will do them immense 
good for the future. Yet, we suspect this Congressional 
Whig caucus will stifle all inquiries for principles, and 
blindly follow Seward forthe spoils. Will the Southern 
Whigs then withdraw? We doubt it: but wae shall see. 
It is difficult to get over ‘ the cohesive power of the public 
plunder.’ But we shall see.’’ 
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Now, Mr. President, I did not attend that ca 
cus, nor did I participate in its conclusions a. 
rr ne or indirectly; nor am I under an 
to abide by the determinations to which those gen 
tlemen may come. My position, I thought, was 
well known. It was publicly announced thére 
than a year since that I would support no man for 
the Presidency who would not support the meas. 
ures, one and all, known as the Compromise, open. 
ly and honestly, and with no view to deceive 
either the friends or the opponents of these Meas. 
ures. Hence I avow that will act with no party 
which shall endeavor, either directly or indirectly 
to open for agitation the questions adjusted by the 
compromise, even for the purpose of securing 
votes at the ensuing presidential election. No; 
will I combine to elect any man to the Presidency 
whose opinions are not beyond doubt or cavil on 
the finality of the compromise; nor shall 1, under 
any circumstances, act with any party that shal! 
not have the firmness publicly to avow their sup. 
port of the compromise. Nor shall I commit my- 
self by attending the Whig or Democratic conyey.- 
tion, as at present advised. I desire to see our 
friends in the non-slaveholding States, by their 
own action, determine for themselves what is their 
true position in regard to the agitating questions 
of the day. Ifthe South is to have no guiet upon 
these questions, | want to know it. Phe South 
herself desires to know it; and if it shall be deter- 
mined that agitation is to be continued, then my 
word for it there will be no division in the South: 
there will be, as there should be, but one senti- 
ment—that of union against unconstitutional ag- 
eressions. 

The next editorial, from the paper of last Tues- 
day, is headed, ‘* The Crisis of the Whig Party 
and the South.”’ It is a long and interesting, 
and—like the other—a well-written article. Itcon- 
tains many truths; but that part which relates to 
myself is also founded in mistake. It is a mistake 
which places me in an attitude, known by all who 
surround me to be untrue. The article, which 
was published on Tuesday last, the 13th instant, 
is as follows: 


» Cither 
y pledge 


“Tne Crists or THE WiiG PARTY AND THE Sovurtu. 
We have transferred to our columns to-day, several ex 
tracts from our Wail street contemporaries on the subject of 
the late Congressional Whig caucus at Washington. They 
throw but little additional light upon the matter, yet are not 
without interest as confirming the character and extent of 
the great trouble which threatens the most abject humilia- 
tion of the Whigs of the South, and the utter demoraliza 
tion of the whole Whig party. 

“The proposition of Mr. Humphrey Marshall in the 
late caucus, for a recognition of ‘the finality’ of the com- 
promise measures, brings the Whig party to a crisis which 
involves the question of its nationality, and the still more 
important questions of the restoration of the confidence of 
the South, or the reopening of sectional animosities, and 
the agitation of disunion, froma base surrender to Northern 
Abolitionists. It involves the question of the restoration 
of quietand good will between the two sections, or the re 
vival, with the connivance of Southern Whigs, of all*the 
disastrous influences and consequences of the ayti-slavery 
agitation. {ft is an issue which makes the Whig party a 
Union party, or an Abolition and Disunion party; a sec- 
tional party, or a national party; a party upon principles, 
ora party for plunder; a party of law and order, or a party 
of sedition and nullification ; a constitutional party, or a 
‘higher law’ party; a party organized for the support ot 
Seward and his anti-slavery coteries, or a party standing 
upon the broad platform of the compromises as they are ; 
a party for the suppression of agitation—for the observance 
ot good faith towards the South, for the recognition ot 
State-Rights, the reéstablishment of peace, and the preser 
vation ot the Union. This is the issue upon which the 
Whig Congressional caucus of Friday night last adjourned 
over to this day week. 

“This adjournment is ominous—the defection among the 
Seuthern Whigs is ominous; but the declaration of Mr 
Mangum that he should consider a motion for the declara- 
tion of principles out of order, is the most significant feature 
of the whole affair, and the most to be deplored. What are 
the facts of this Whig caucus? The North was there in 
strength. William H. Seward, Thaddeus Stevens, Mr. 
Wade, of Ohio, and other notorious ringleaders of the Abo 
litionists, were there, apparently the most efficient members 
in the practical action of the caucus. Certain spirited and 
consistent Union Whig members, from Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, and North Carolina, were there, boldly demanding 
an understanding with the North, as the first step to united 
action ; but they were overwhelmed. There was a debatt 
of four hours; but the question was deferred, and Mr. Man 
gum intimated that he should, at the next meeting, rule the 
motion for an understanding to be out of order. This is 
bad, and places Mr. Mangum in a bad position; and the 
apparent concurrence in his views by Messrs. Badger, 
Dawson, Jones of Tennessee, Stanly, and some other 
Southern Whigs, places them in the same questionable at 
titude. Let us briefly explain. 

“In the spring of 1850, both Houses of Congress were 
sorely perplexed with the complicated unsettled issues grow- 
ing out of the slavery question. Serious apprehensions 
were entertained of a violent dissolution of Congress and a 
speedy disruption of the Union. Henry Clay had thrown 
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if into the breach, but he was powerless without some 
ntaid fromthe North. The leading Southern Whigs, 


impse 








e 


a ,as Mangum, and Badger, and Dawson, rallied upou 
Mr Webster, seized upon him, stuck to him, and brought 


,finallyup tothe mark. His speech on the 7th of March 


aii i new impulse to the compromise movement, and the 
1 ; 

~ we country felt that the danger was substantially passe d. 
Ru . notorious that, in the proceedings upon the com 


- a of thirteen, Mr. Webster wavered again, voting this 
vay and that way, and was only held to his place by the 
ceasing vigilance of Messrs. Mangum and Badger. It 
vas a terrible trial to give up Massachusetts sure, for the 
ibtful prospect of a settlement of the slavery dispute ; 
ithe did it through the example of Henry Ciay, and through 
no personal influence ofsuch men as Mangum, and Badger, 
| Underwood, and other Southern Whig Senatore. They 
rood virtually, if not direetly, pledged to indemnify Mr 
\Vebster in the future for the Joss of Massachusetts, in the 
4] support of the South ; and it was that impression, 
: neral popularity of Mr. Webster’s course in the 
South, that rendered bim at once a promising candidate tor 

e Presidency. 

- The South are under similar obligations to Mr. Fillmore. 
General Tavlor’s policy conflicted with Mr. Clay’s policy; 
{it was not till General Taylor was succeeded by Mt 
Fillmore and anew Cabinet, that there was any really satis 
rectory prospect of Rcompromise. Mr. Fillmore sided with 
the policy of Mr. Clay, and threw into both Houses a con 

atory message or two. The way was cleared on the 

exas question, the compromise bills were passed triumph 
ntiv and in quick succession, and the work was done. But 
the agitators had yet one hope of a failure—it was the strin 
ent and effective fugitive slave law. Fillmore would be 
eternally damned in New York, to signit. But he looked 
to the South, and the South looked to him. The bill was 
j.and it hasbeenenforced. The President may justly 
nar in good taith, the support of the South in return. 
tut what do we see? Whilethe W higs of all the Southern 
States, from Virginia to Louisiana, at home have declared 
for Fillmore, as their choice for the Presidency—while they 
iJ} stand upon his platform of the compromise measures 
the leading Whigs of the South in Congress—such men as 
Mangum, and Badger, and Stanly, and Governor Jones 
are juggling with Seward and ‘Thaddeus Stevens tor a plat 
form, and a candidate that will secure the support of the 
Northern Abolitionists. What a failing off is this in 
Southern dignity, Southern chivalry, and Southern states 
mship! is there any security tothe South, when her 
eading men are thus willing to throw wide open the doors 
if agitation, in the pitiful prospect of the Vice Presidency, 
ipon a ticket with a candidate whose only pledge is a pledge 
to Seward not to commit himself against the Abolitionists 
What is the South worth—what is the Southern Whig 
ty worth—if its principles are thus to be sacrificed for 
ie prospects of plunder? 

“Having explained the obligations and partiality of the 
South to Fillmore and Webster, it is easy to give the solu 

not their desertion by leading Southern Whig politicians. 
I'he late vote in the Hone of Representatives on the ques 

n of the fugitive law as a finality will solve the mystery. 
Jackson’s resolution was carried—veas 101, nays 64. 
Of this vote, there was only seven Northern Whigs in the 
affirmative to thirty Northern Whigs against it, the t be 
ing absent, from reasons best known to themselves. Of the 
Southern Whigs, the vote was twenty for the finality to one 
in the negative. ‘Thus, while the Whigs of the South are 
substantially unanimous in favor of the compromise as a 
erinanent settlement, only seven men of the whole North 
ern Whig representation inthe [louse of Representatives 
we found in the afiirmativeonly seven! This shows that 

Whig party of the North is radically, if not hopelessiy, 
fected with the leprosy of abolitionism. It shows that 

s element of the partv must be conciliated, or that New 
York, Massachusetts, and Ohio may go by the board. And 
in this view of the case, we apprehend that the Southern 
ompromise Whigs in the Congressional caucus, on Tues 
lay night next, will be overruled—that an understanding 

| be dodged, and thatit will be dodged in the Notional 
Whig Convention. We also suspect that the Democrats at 
Baltimore will dodge the compromises—in fact, that the 

ndidate of both conventions will be put forward with the 
ockjaw upon the slavery question: 

* Will the South submit? Will Southern Whigs submit 
to support a candidate whose only pledge is a pledge to 
Seward? Can either party of the South, jealous of the 
ritical tenure of their social institutions, and aware of the 

adv increase of the anti-slavery elements of the North, 
the election with their Northern allies, 
With no other argument than that the door is to be left wide 
pen to the avolitionagitators? We lhaveourfears. There 

“ason to fear that, in uniting for the spoils, the Aboli 
mists will gather the fruits of the unholy alliance—de- 
oralize both parties—overthrow the fugitive slave law 
arry the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, 
issailitin the States, and drive the South, in the end, to 
secession or civil war. The Whig caucus of Tuesday next 
will probably solve the riddle.”* 


jthe ge 




















submit to go into 


rty, which I did not attend. [ have not parti- 
ipated even in the outside discussion of the alleged 


This article refers to the last caucus of the Whig 


tentions of the presiding officer of that caucus. 
My preference, as an individual, for a candidate 


for the Presidency is well known; but I shall in 


) 1 t " 2 } ‘ 1 s} 4 1] ‘ ° 
ul probability support the man who shall be sus- 
tained by the friends of the compromise meas- 


ures. whether he be the , af either of the 
[ , Whether he be the nominee ot either of tn 


0 





d parties. or of the friends of the Union, and 


» Constitution, and the compromise; and these 


ends may be designated as conservative Whigs 
ind Democrats, or, if gentlemen desire it, as ** out- 


iders ’’ of both of the old parties. But my object 
to quiet the country; to have peace and har- 


mony; to have unity and brotherly feeling through- 


ut the land. Can anv honest man suppose that 
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I would loan myself as an individual, or as a Sen 
ator in Congress, to sustain any party that would 
unite for the purpose of creating o1 conti ulng agi 
tation in this country upon the slavery question? 
As to my course upon the presidentia! election, 
this is not the place, nor is this the time , to diseus 
it. I merely make these statements as a reitera 
tion of my declarations, made more than a year 
azo, to wipe off the wrong impression which th: 
irticle in this paper may ers ite, although such, | 
doubt not, was not the intention of its writer. 
Hence, as I have said, my remarks are entirely of 
A personal character; and, in all probability, | 
should never have asked for 
the Senate but for the ox 


this courtesy from 
urrence of this morn 
—the explanation of the Senator from North ¢ ‘aro 
lina. 

EMPLOYMENT OF WORKMEN. 

Mr. HALE. I throw myself upon the indul 
gence of the Senate, to make a m tion pertaining 
to the business of the Senate: and that is, that a 
previous orders be postponed, for the purpose of 
taking up a measure which | understood yestet 
day it was agreed should be considered to-day. 
It was postponed yesterday, as | understood, in 
order that the Senator from Mich 
clude a speech which he commenced on ‘Tuesday. 


1 
' 


rane nie nt Con 


| move to postpone othe rorderstotakeupt ie ineas- 
ure for the relief of the laborers on the Capitol. 
Mr. BADGER. Ido not intend to make any 
personal explanation with regard to my position 
upon the various subjects by my « 
league, [Mr. Manevm,] or the Senator from Geor 
via, [Mr. Dawson;] but [am sorry, nevertheless, 
that the Senator from New Ham 
floor to make the motio®€ which he has submitted 
I propose that the Senate, this morning, proceed 


} 
spoken of 
shire rot thre 


to the consideration of the deficiency bi As | 
rain, that | am in 
favor of the measure proposed to be taken up by 
the Senator from New Hampshire; but | hope we 
shall now take up the deficiency bill, and act upon 


have said before, | now say a 


4} 
Like 


it speedily, in order to save the credit of 
try, and to save the country from dishdhor. 

Mr. HUNTER. Lh ype we shall not tak ul 
the measure proposed by the Senator from New 


Hampshire, but that we may take up the defi 
clency bill, 
Mr. BRADBURY. I shall ask the Senate to 


take action upon the French spoltation bill, which 
was under consideration yesterday { shall not 
occupy much of the ume ot the Senate, merely de 


siring to reply briefly to some points which were 
urged by the Senator from Michigan, /Mr. Feren, 
and the nto ly ive a Vvuie take n immedi ilely. I re 


rret that the Senator from New Elampshire Mr. 


Have] should think it necessary to urge the co 


sideration of another question at this time [3 
rret, also, that so many embarrassments should, 
from time to time, have been thrown in the w 
of bringing bill for considerat , and tl 
nost ill tions to the co daderatio rf 





the ubje unfortunately come from cent emen 
who are friendly to the m ire, but oO are 

1Ol O press other eusures I tl K Oe 

for the courtesy they have manifested in permit 
ting the subye t thu far to be d wosed of, and | 
trust the Senator from New Hampshire will allow 
us to havea vote. JI willask for but a very few 
minutes. I will not occupy half the time whi 

1 ; 


nas been occupied by those who are inNosed ) 
the bill. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is « the 
motion of the Senator from New Ham ire 

Mr. BADGER. Onthat I ask the yeas d 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were orde red. 

Mr. HALE. We shall never get th 
tion up again unless we get it up now. 

Mr. RUSK. I shall vote against taking up thi 
resolution, though I intend to vote for it when it 


comes up. I do not think it necessary to be tn a 
We struc k outa 
similar provision the other day, and a little delay 
how wW il] do no harm. : 


Mr. MANGUM. 


' ‘ tal 7 aon - . 
vote oO take up this resoiution o-morrow mort 


hurry in regard to the subject 


I shall, with great pleasure 


x; but I really think it better to proceed with 
other important business to-day. 
Mr. HALE. 


hs oa 
On this su ject, and I sim 


I have made various atte mpts to 


ly say now 


retaction ul 
that this 
ull be any better prepared to consider it to- 


morrow than we are to-day 


is the last time; for | have no idea we 
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Mr. RUSK. Somebody else will move to take 
it up 

Mr. BORLAND. I shall voté to take up this 

resolution. I do ndét anticipate that there will be 

any discussion. The Senate havé already adopted 








resolution precisely similar, and I have no idea 
ypinions of Senators have change 

lhe q estion was then taken, and the résult waa 

yeas 14, nays 29; as follows 

YERAS—Meessr Borland trodhead, Cass, Clemens, 


Davis, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dougias, Hale, James, Jones 
lowa, Sluelds, Upham, Wade, and Walker —14 
NAYS—Messrs. Atc! n, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Ber 

‘ Dawson, Downs 


, Bradbury, Cha 





¢, Clarke, Cooper, 
Fish, Gever, Gwin, Hamlin, Hunter, King, Malilory, Man 
ru Miller, Morton, Nor Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, 
= th, Spruance, Samner, and Underwood—Vv9 


So the motion was not agreed to 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 
Mr. BRADBURY. [hope the Senate will now 
oceed with the consideration of the French apo 
on bill, otherwise we shall be unable to finis 
day 
Mr. HUNTER. Does the Senator from Maine 
be able to get throuewh with 
Vir. BRADBURY 


vote on it to-day. 


Mr. BORLAND. I hope that if the billis taken 


it to-day 
Ido. I expect to get un 


up, it may n t pressed to its final passage to 
duy | m hot myself I epared to vote upon it 
| may have something to say ipon the subject, 
ind L do not wish to occupy the time of the Senate 


: : 
»-day. For that reason, | hope the Senator from 


’ ' 
Viaine will not 


press 1. 
The PRESIDENT. If no motion is made, it 


S passape 


mes up, of course 
Mr. BORLAND | move that its considera 
ion be postponed t to-morrow 


0 ne« i 
Vir. BRADBURY I suppose I can proceed 
with what | have to say as well under that moti 
ny other. [ hope, | 
v thicht iw the motion 
Mr. BORLAND here is no necessity that 


{ should do that, in order to give the Senator an 


however, the Senator will 


mrtunity to spe ik. 
Mr. BRADBURY I w then submit to the 
inion of the Senate I do not wish to proceed, 


ie Senate do not wish to hear me now 


il 
Che question was taken on the motion to post 
pone, nd it was not agreed to 
Vii BRADBURY addressed the enate it 
ength in defense of the bil Mr. B.'s speec! 


will be found in the Appendix. } 
Mr. HU NTER. We were told by the Se itor 


1 At is, [Mr. Bortanp,| that he wished 
by postponed, uuse he wanted to speak 
ipon it I mo 1OW to m one turther con 
dei von t mr My obrect 18 to get 
ip the deficiency bill, so that we may idjourn pend- 
i it, and consid norrow 
Vir. BRADBURY | understand now that the 
senator 1 1 Arka i doe iot want to neak 


. ’ 
a ette i ! » vet the bill it of 

n ( d orde t engrossed, and ther 

ie test vote bet en to-morrow on its pa we 

VI SEWARD L de re sk the honorable 

~ a ) Vi rine ‘ ‘ re Vvishe to nave a 
¥ »-d y 

Mr BR ADBURY. | nope the vote will now 

e taken he Se rr from Arkansas told me 


' ' 
iat he did not desire to speak 


postpone Will not preval 
' Mr. DAVIS. I hope the vote will be take 
he motion to postpone ° not agreed to 
I uestio eny the amendment 
f M BORLAND, » SUrinke of the first sectior 
the wb the words ‘**t ina otexceeding 


65,000 000. * 
Mr. ADAMS ealled for the yeas and nays 
ow weed } 





t . e not ordered 
"lhe nie id nent wa urreed to 
Vir. DODGE, of low | move to amend the 
) ry Idine 
dad it ; ' pro Chat the appropria 
} it i mitil the int be made 
i t and it © OX liture of 
I “x is i} re m th 
[" t [ ted S t end of en [ : ‘ 
i I te a intot the publhe revenues in 
the 7 ; g law 
» ¢ rent of orivat for tl Improvem t 
W ester . l r if ull other objects whiet 
‘ eq edt vtot vid for previous to the en: 
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Mr. BRADBURY. I desire simply to say to 
my honorable friend, that this is not the occasion 
to olfer bis amendment, for we do not propose to 
make avy appropriauen in this bill, When a 
proposition is made Lo appropriate money, then 
will be the proper time to oifer this amendment. 

Vir. DODGE, of lowa. | was aware that the 
friends of the bill were managing it most judi- 
( lousy, I suppose the reason why no appropria- 
tion is put in the bill is because, if it contained an 
would, when it reached the 
Hlouse, have to go to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. That is known to be 
sometimes a place of difficulty for such bills. I 
Wish very ut h to 5 


appropranon, il 


made 
to this bill, and | am the more desirous of it be- 
cause tl is an exact copy of anamendment offered 
by iny friend from Maine, to the river and harbor 
bill at the last session. It will.be remembered that 
when that bill was then under discussion, we sat 
days and nights My friend was 
then ex seedingly troubled about the condition of 
the Treasury of the United States, and he exerted 
his ingenuity to protect and guard that Treasury, 
and the private claimants and others who were 
likely to have demands upon it. With the aid of 
certain friends, he fixed up an amendment which 
I have literally copied, and which I now propose 
to this five million appropriation bill—a bill tnvolv- 


have this amendment 


vouing upon it, 


ing the appropriation of double the amount con- 
tained in the river and harbor bill. Although it 
does not technically appropriate a single dollar 
such will be the result of it. I think that in 
all fairness, provision ought to be made for the pay- 


now, 
nent of the commissioners to be created by this 
bill, Lhave no doubt they will be most honest 
and upright, and competent gentlemen; and that, 
nulike almost every other board of commissioners 
who have ever held their sessions in or about this 
Capitol, they will take the judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States for their model; and 
that you will never find any Gardiner or Galphin 
claims allowed by them under this bill. And be- 
lieving that these gentlemen will be most hich- 
minded, honorable, competent, and disinterested, 
and far above those influences which sometimes 
have been found to exist in commissioners, I want 
to bave them paid, If my amendment ts not in or- 
der, | want to offer one to pay the commissioners. 
The PRESIDENT. Itis perfectly in order. 
Mr. BRADBURY. I wish only to say, that 
hed the Senator from lowa and his friends ac- 
cepted that amendment to the river and harbor 
bill, to which he has referred, the bill micht have 
been passed, and the money partly expended. 


Mr. DAWSON. I move that the Senate do 


now adjourn. My reason for making the motion 
is this—— 
Mr. HALE. The motion is not debatable. 
Mr. DAWSON. I know it ts not. 


Mr. BADGER. Leall my friend from Georgia 
He has no right to speak until he with- 
draws the motion. 

Mr. DAWSON. I withdraw the motion. This 
vastly bill. It ought not to be 
nassed except by a fullSenate. Tt ought not to be 
rejected but by a full Senate. There are a creat 
many idea that the vote 


Senators who had no 
would be taken to-day, and they have gone home. 


to order. 


ws Aa lnportant 


It is now beyond the usual hour of our adjourn- 
ment, and Ut think it is due to those who are ab- 
sent, as well as to those who are present, that the 
be taken. 
that the Senate do now adjourn, 

Mir. HAMLIN. I bee the Senator from Geor- 
erin to withdraw that motion for a moment. 

Mr. DAWSON. I will, if the Senator will re- 
new tt. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I will renew the motion, and 
I desire to sav to the Senate that 


’ 


vote should not now I therefore move 


vote avatrist it. 
i would not myself vote to urge this bill to a final 
evening, but we may vote upon the pre- 


liminary questions, and may order it, if the Sen- 
1 ; 


vote this 


ate shall so determine, to its engrossment, and 
then we ean take the final vote to-morrow, or on 
some subsequent day, when the Senate shall be 
full. ‘These preliminary votes may as well be taken 
at any other time. | renew the inmotion to 
adjourn, but [| shall vote against it. 

Mr. CHASE. 1 the Senate to 
a bill to be passed, which was yesterday 
ordered to a third reading, 


now as 


wish to ask 
; 


AnOWw 
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The PRESIDENT. 
be disposed of. 

There was a division, and 

The PRESIDENT announced that there were 
for the motion 13; against it 20. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. 1 wish to modify my 
amendment by insertiug before what I have already 
read, the following: 

And be it further enacted, that a sum not exceeding 
$5,000,000, to satisfy the claims herein provided, be, and the 
sume is hereby appropriated out of any money inthe Treas 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will take this 
occasion to say thatonan examination of therule, 
he finds that the change which has taken place, 
authorizes any gentleman to make a modification 
of a proposition, as was suggested by the Senator 
from North Carolina the other day, before any 
vote is taken; and after the yeas and nays are or- 
dered, it can be withdrawn by the consent of the 
Senate. The Chair thinks proper to make this 
statement, because he fell into an error the other 
day by looking at the old rule instead of the new 
one. ‘The modification proposed by the Senator 
from [owa can be made without the consent of 
the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. I wantto move an amendmentto 
the amendment, by adding at the end of it the fol- 
lowing : . 


This question must first 


** And after all the States of the Union, having public 
lands within them, shall have received as much of the same 
as they ask for constructing railroads, canals,”? &e. 

Mr. DODGE, of Lowa. [I accept the amend- 
ment, and call for the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken resulted—yeas 5, nays 29; as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Borland, Brodhead, Dodge 
of lowa,and Felch—5. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Badger, 
Chase, Clarke, Cooper, Davis, Dawson, Downs, Fish, 
Geyer, Hale, Hamlin, James, King, Mallory, Mangum, 
Miller, Morton, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spru- 
ance, Sumner, Underwood, Upham, and Wade—29. 


Bayard, Bradbury, 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. DODGE, of Lowa. I move to amend the 
bill by adding what was the tenth section of Mr. 
Clayton’s bill: 

‘* And be it further enacted, That, for carrying this act 
into execution, the sum of 350,000 be, and the same is here- 


by appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated.’ 


Mr. BADGER. 
draw that. 

Mr. DODGE. 
do so? 

Mr. BADGER. Ido. 

Mr. DODGE. I withdraw it, but I really think 
we ought to provide for the payment of these com- 
missioners, 

Mr. BADGER. 
another time. 

Mr. BAYARD. I wish to move an amend- 
ment which, I think, may possibly prevent a dif- 
ficulty hereafter in the construction of the bill, if it 
should pass. ‘There is a proviso in the first sec- 


I hope the Senator will with- 


Does the Senator desire me to 


We will take care of them at 


tion— 

‘“*'That in all cases of transfer or assignment, no claimant 
shall be entitled to receive an amount beyond the consid- 
eration paid, and interest thereon.’’ 

I should object to the whole proviso, because I 
think it wrong in principle; but I wish to avoid a 
difficulty in the construction of the proviso, and 
| therefore propose to insert after the word ‘ as- 
signment,’’ the words, ‘*except gifts or dona- 
and to strike out **claimant’’ and insert 
assignee.’’ Theuseof the word ‘* claimant”’ is 
certainly improper inthat connection. The effect 
of the amendment will simply be to prevent do- 
nations, such as from parent to child, being con- 
strued to be assignments. 

Mr. BADGER. That is all right. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWSON. I now propose to amend the 
bill, by adding after the word “ donations,’’ which 
has just been inserted, the words ‘* made prior to 
the passage of this act.’? My object is to prevent 
those who havealready in effect madeassignments, 
giving their claims as donations hereafter, so as to 
vet the full amount. 

Mr. COOPER, 
structive of justice. 

Mr. BADGER. This amendment would pre- 
venta man making a will, and givine his claims 
to his children, after the passage of this act. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HALE, There is one suggestion that I 


tions;”’ 


“ce 


That would be entirely de- 


ah a _ April 15, 


wish to make to the friends of this bill, 

have provided that the assignee of one of 
claims shall only receive the consideration 
and interest thereon, excepting those who 
obtained the claims by gift or donation. y 
should also make provision for assignments ; 
these claims as collateral security for the | 
of debts. Where these claims have been 
ecated in that way it would be difficult to 
actly what consideration was given for them 

Mr. BADGER. I do not think there will 
any difficulty about that. The consideration re. 
ceived would be the value of the debt. 

Mr. HALE. If gentlemen are satisfied with it 
I shall offer no amendment. . 

The bill was then reported to the Senate as 
amended; and the amendments made, as in Co, . 
mittee of the Whole, were concurred in by th, 
Senate. = 

Mr. BRADBURY. Allow me to suggest tha; 
the bill had better be ordered to be engrossed, ay! 
the test vote can be taken upon its final passage. 

Several Senators. That is the proper course 

Mr. BRADBURY. Lhope that course may 
be pursued. Let it be understood that we are ¢ 
have the test vote upon the final passage of 1 
bill. ; 

Mr. BORLAND. I hope that will now be 
done. Itis very clear here, that in voting upon 
this bill there is a bare quorum present. This js 
an important bill, involving an expenditure of 
$95,000,000, and I do not think it is right to you 
upon it when there is merely a bare quorum pres- 
ent. 

Mr. BADGER. I would suggest to the Sena- 
tor that he might as well let the bill now pass to 
its engrossment, and we can have the question 
upon the final passage of the bill to-morrow, by 
yeas and nays, in a full Senate. f 

Mr. BORLAND. I hope that course will not 

e pursued. I[ think it is probable—in fact | 
know—that certain amendments are to be offered 
to the bill; and if it is now ordered to be 
crossed, these amendments will be cut off. 

Mr. BADGER. That is what we want to do. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I think it is apparent that 
about two thirds of the Senate are in favor of the 
bill; and for my own part I am anxious to get rid 
of it. I doubt not that any amendment that might 
now be presented, whether it be right or wrong, 
would be voted down. The Senate seems to be 
satisfied with the bill as it now stands. 

Mr. BADGER. Oh, yes; it is an excellent 


They 
these 
paid 
have 


of 
ayment 
hypoth. 
tell ¢ a 


hp 


f 


eli- 


bill. 
Mr. ATCHISON. Iam for acting on the bill 
now. Let it be consider@d as engrossed, read a 


third time, and disposed of. 

Mr. FELCH. I believe the custom has been, 
in the Senate heretofore, to take the test vote on 
any important matter upon the question of order- 
ing the bill to its engrossment for a third reading. 
| hope that the usual course will now be pursued 
in respect to this bill. Anybody who looks on 
this side of the chamber particularly, will see that 
a large number of members are absent. Some of 
them, | know, have left the Senate chamber with 
the expectation that no vote would be taken to- 
day. I knowlam in a minority. There are 
a very few of usin the minority, but we would 
like to muster as strong as we could. So far as 
the engrossment is concerned, itis very well known 
that the clerks will, if it is desired, proceed to en- 
cross the bill, so that it would be ready to-morrow. 

Mr. BADGER. If it is not ordered to be en- 
grossed now, there will be fifty amendments of- 
fered to-morrow. 

Mr. ADAMS. I am perhaps as much opposed 
to the passage of this bill as any Senator on this 
floor; but the reason given by the Senator from 
Arkansas, why we should not vote upon its en- 
crossment, I do not consider to be any reason at 
all. It is no reason for delay, that gentlemen are 
not here when they should behere. If gentlemen 
are not here, itis their business. This method of 
postponing the action of the body for gentlemen 
who think proper to absent themselves, is alto- 
gether,in my humble conception, very wrong. If 
centlemen feel an interestin what is going on, they 
ought to be here. That is my view of it. I do not 
think that the majority who take any interest in 
business, should postpone their action for the sake 
of gentlemen who do not choose to attend. Iam, 
therefore, in favor of taking the vote now. 

Mr. DAWSON. This discussion, going out to 
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» country, might induce people to believe that 
come of the most attentive gentlemen on this floor 
ive absented themselves from the Senate at an 
proper time. Now, it ts long past the hour at 
-h we usually adjourn; and it is due to those 

ent de men to say, that it was not expected that the 

~ ve would be taken this evening. | suppose I am 
with the majority—I am in favor of the bill; but 
i rhink it is wrong to take any advantage of this 
’ nd to ple ace the bill beyond the reach of the body, 
ely for the purpose of getting forward a step 
the progress of this measure. | think it is wrong 

take such an advantage, and especially in a 

dy of the character of the Senate of the United 
gates. I should move an adjournment, but for 
che fact that the Senator from Ohio {Mr. Crase] 
esires to take up a measure in which his State ts 

erested. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I wish to say only a word. 
if we now order the bill to be engrossed fora third 
eading, we do not place it beyond the reach of 

eSenate. And I would say to my friend from 
Michigan, who remarked that this would not be 
pursuing the ordinary course, that he is certainly 

staken. We as frequently take the test vote 
ipon the final passage of a bill as upon ordering it 

be engrossed. I will call the attention of my 
friend from Michigan to the fact, that at this very 
session we allowed the Iowa land bill to be ordered 
iy its engrossment withouta division, and then 
pon the question of its final passage we took the 
yeas and nays, and [ was one of a very small 
uinority—ten in number—that voted against it. 
Here, then, is a case in point which occurred not 
very long since. The object is to save another 
jay, and stop another discussion. 

Mr. HALE. I want to say further, that I shall 

e for the of the bill now; and if 
to-morrow any gentleman who may be absent to- 
iy shall come to me, and tell me, that in rood 
wih he meant to be here, and has an amendment 
which he wishes to insert in the bill, | pledge my- 
self to move a reconsideration. 

Mr. ADAMS. In justice to two absent mem- 
bers, perhaps it is not improper that I should say 
that my colleague, [Mr. Brooke,} who is unw ell 
it this time, and one of the Senators from Califor- 
nia, [Mr. Wetter,] have agreed to pair off, as 
they are on different sides, 

Mr. HUNTER. L ask the yeas and nays upon 
ordering the bill to be engrossed. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BORLAND. As I am called upon to vote 
upon this bill, I desire to state what my position 
is. I am as thoroughly convinced in my own 
mind as [ have ever been upon any occasion, or 
upon any subject, that this bill ought not to pass; 
but I stand in a peculiar position, I am under the 
instructions of my State Legislature to vote in 
favor of this bill. I acknowledge the right of in- 
struction ; and on this occasion, as on all others, 
unless some ve ry great necessity, or some extraor- 
dinary occasion arises, I shall obe y instructions 
or resign. I wish to say, however, for the infor- 
mation of my constituents, that if on this occasion 
the vote was so near a tie that my single vote 
would determine the fate of this bill, and defeat it, 
[ should disobey instructions, and defeat the bill, 
and justify myself before my constituents. When 
I find, however, that there is a decided majority 
in favor of the bill, and that my vote against it 
would do no good, I do not choose to put myself 
na position of controv ersy with my constituents 
on the subject of my instructions; and therefore I 
shall vote very reluctantly for the bill, not doubt- 
ing, however, if the bill shall not pass until the 
next meeting of the Legislature of my State, that 


engrossment 








I shal! be relieved from these instructions, and be | 


able to comply with my own sense of propriety, 
in voting against this bill. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 26, nays 10; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Bayard, Borland, 
Clarke, Cooper, Davis, Dawson, Downs, Fish, Geyer, Hale, 
Hamlin, James, Mallory, Mangum, Miller, Morton, Sew 
ard, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Sumner, Underwood, Up 
ham, and Wade—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, 
Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Felch, Hunte 
er—10. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN OHIO. 
On the motion of Mr. CHASE, the bill to grant 
to the State of Ohio the unsold and unappropria- 


Bradbury, 


Brodhead, Chase, 
r, King, and Walk 
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ted lands remaining in that State, came up on its 
third reading. 

Mr. CHASE. I wish to state to the Senate, 
that before this bill was engrossed, it was discov- 
ered that, as it had been reported at a very early 
period of the session, the dates were made earlier 
than they ought to be. I therefore now ask the 
unanimous consent of the Senate to amend the bill 
by striking out, in the sixth line of the first sec- 
tion, ** March,’’ and inserting ** July;’’ and in the 
sixth line of the second by striking out 
** July,’’ and inserting ** October.’ ~ | would fur- 
ther state, that & gentleman, who has some inter- 
est in a private claim to some of the lands which 
the bill affects, but which he does not consider a 
vested claim, wished me also to strike 
words ** vested in,’’ and insert ** of:’? so that it 
shall read, ** This grant shall in no manner af- 
fect any right of preémption, or other right of any 
individual.’ I ask the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to make this amendment also. 

The amendments were agreed to, and the bill 
was read a third time and passed. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


section, 


out the 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, April 15, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m 
by the Rev. Litrtetron IF’. MorcGan 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER. The first 
is the motion to lay upon the 
the Committee on Printing, upon which the yeas 
and nays have | 


Prayer 


business in order 


table the report of 
’ been ordered. 
Mr. BENNETT. I 


sent of the House to introduce a resolution, upon 


ask the unanimous con- 
which it is very necessary, for the interest of my 
constituents, that there should be some 
the part of Congress. Lask that it may be 
for information. 


action on 


read 


It was read by the Clerk, as follows: 


Joint resolution declaring certain roads 
Resolved, §c., That the road trom Vallonia Springs post 
office, in Broome county, New York, via Nineveh and 
Coventry, to Oxtord, Chenango county, be and the same is 
hereby declared a post road ; and the road from Oxford, by 
the way of Coventryville, to South Bainbridge, be and the 
same 1s hereby declared a post road; and the Post Office 
Department is hereby authorized to pay the persons who 
have carried the mail on said routes, by the order of said 
Department previous to this time, a suitable compensation 
therefor. 


post routes, 


Objection was made. 

Mr. BENNETT. I appeal to the 
allow me to say a word -in exp! 
resolution, 

By the recommendation of the 
partment, anew post route has been 
in my district, and the 
it for a considerable time 


House to 
anation of this 
Post Office De- 
esta lished 
mail has been carried upon 
past, The 
General, however, says he 
pay for carrying the mail u ipon it until 
lution shall have passed Congress, authorizing the 
establishment of iilbesete: 


Postmaster 
has no authority to 

this reso- 
It isa matter of some 
Importance to my constituents, and one to 
I think no one can reasonably object. I 
shall now have the unanimous 
House to introduce the resolution. 

Mr. CLINGMAN.. Does the 
putting the resolution upon its passage 

Mr. BENNETT. Ido. 

Mr.CLINGMAN. Then I do not see the ne- 
cessity of doing this business out of its 
order. If the gentleman desires to refer it to 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, | 
have no objection. 

Mr. BENNETT. 
been carried upon 
Mast. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I understand there are sev- 
eral other just such cases here. IL object. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. 1 would in- 
quire of the Chair whether it will be in order to 
move that the morning hour shall be devoted to 
the reception of reports from committees? 

The SPEAKER. It cannot be done except by 
unanimous consent. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I obje 


recular order of business. 


which 
hope | 


consent of the 


rentle man design 


recular 


the 


But the mail 
this route for 


has already 
eight months 


‘t, and call for the 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 


The SPEAKER. The question now is upon 
the motion to lay upon the table the report of the 


Committee on 


1083 


Printing, and upon that question 


the yeas and nays have been ordered 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. Would it be 
in order at this time to move a call of the House? 

The SPEAKER. It would be. 

Mr. BROWN. IL then 
House. 

The question was put to the Elouse, and it was 
agreed to 

Lie roll was then called, and 
| 


a ge 
call of the 


move a 


one hundred and 


SIXLY Members answered lo ther names, 
Mr. CLINGMAN.,. 1 apprehend that itis not 
necessary lo progress any further in the call of the 


House; aud if it is in ordet ind | presume it 1s 
I move to suspend any further proceedings in the 
call. 

The question Was then taken and agreed t . ind 
all further proceedings in the call were chimp ised 
Wilh. 

Mr.CLINGMAN. The pending question be 
fore the Hlouse is the motion of the gentleman 


from Tenuessee [Mr Pe LK] to lay the report o 


f 

i 
at ‘ a P ne « +} t t 
he Committee on ring upon the tavle, is it 


hot 


‘he ae AKER. That is th 
Mr. INGMAN. I wou 
from Tennessee | Mr. 


withdraw that motion 


ven we Pork) if he will 


lw sh tosaya few words 
in explanation of my course of action upon this 
quesuon. I will renew the moton if the gentle 


man will withdraw it. 





Mr. POLAK. Ll: namway dis sed fo acte 
eously towards gentlemen upon this floor Ll wi 
il the request oft the entien nn, W raw he mo- 
Lion, provided he will hold é lone ¢ h 
oO ave it renew d, o1 fol i proper answe 0 ¢ 
made to h s remarks, 

The SPEAKER. Bargains of this kind are 
not admissible. 

r. POL K. I withdraw the motion 

Mr. ¢ IRR. Will the gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. CLingman] give way for a moment, 

ilow me to suggest a nendment to tl ress 
lution offered by the gentleman from Mississ 

\T Tr 
yvir. DROWN j 

Mr. CL INGMAN. I will hear the sugvest ri 
of the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. One} 


for a moment, if lam permitted to do so. | only 


Want to occupy a few moments of time 

Mr. ORR. 1 propose to amend the resolution 
offered by the centleman from Mississippi, [Mr 
Brown,] by striking out the ** Committee on t 
Judiciary,’’ and to imsert in lieu thereof the 
‘*Committee on Printi * While | disapprove 
of the action of the committee, | do not desire to 


cast any reflection upon them 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 

to say asi cle word 
The SPEAKER. The 


that the amendment of the ventien in from South 


l pon this pol 


Chair is not cert 


Carolina [Mr. Orr] is in ordet Llowever, it will 
ve € itertained, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I want to say but a word 
ortwo upon this que ion, nd then I will rive 
the floor to the gentleman from— 

Mr. BROWN. My friend from South Carolina 
[Mr. Orr] says that he proposes to amend the 


resolution offered by me, 1use he does t ike 
to cast any reflection upon the Committee on 
Printing. 1 wish simply to say, that in offering 
this resolution, L did not contemt ate, in the 
phraseology em} rloy ed, » reflect upon the Pri {- 


ing Committee 


Mr. ORR. 11 io no idea that my friend from 
Miss! ssippl (Mr. sRoWN! had any ch inter 
but some are of a opin that the phr ise ry 
of the resolution may have that eflect 

Mr. POLK It wil so read to the emuntry. 


There is no doubt of it. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 
marks in exp! 


i 
| hav e 


1 to make a few re- 


anation of my vote upon this que 


tion. been an attentive listener to the de- 
bate which has taken place upon this matter, 
without any feeling about it further than a desire 
that we may sueceed in getting some judicious 
system bv which to have executed the pubtie 
printing, and, of course, that we shall tahe that 


which ts least objectionable tn all points of view. 
This seems to be a 
i 


now stands; and every on¢ 


bad piece of Dusiness as it 


admits that we must 


take some step to get out of the difficulty. At least 
that is the general opinion. Now, what is it that 
the Printing Committee prory se to do? Asit was 
stated, Mr. pe aker, on the d 1y when the de- 
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c 





ee 


es 


bate first arose, and as I understood from some 
members of that committee, by conversation with 
them—and particularly with gentlemen upon that 
committee in the Senate—they had not only made 
an arrangement to have the printing already given 
out executed, but that they had provided for the 
future printing; and that they had selected Donel- 
son & Armstrong to do the printing for the House, 
and the Republic to do the printing for the Senate; 
intending thereby to cover all the printing which 


may be ordered by Congress during the present 
session. "Thatis what I understand to be their 
action; and I find, in confirmation of that opinion, 


n the reports of the Senate proceedings—which 
| have a right to refer to, as appearing in the news- 
papers—that Mr. Borianp, from the Printing 
Committee, reports exactly such a resolution as 
that. Now, that resolution, I consider, is clearly 
beyond the authority of the committee. The ex- 
isting law provides that, where there is neglect and 
delay in the execution of the printing ordered by 
Congress, the Printing Committee may take the 
necessary steps to have it done, and they may de- 
duct what is due to the contractor, or refuse to 
receive his work, and that in all cases they may 
proceed upon his bond, and hold him and his se- 
curity liable. Of course, nobody will contend that 
the coutractor will be liable for not printing docu- 
nents never placed in his hands; and if it was the 
intention of the framers of that law, no doubt that 
ondition only covers the printing actually given 
out, where the public printer had been guilty of 
neglect or delay, and where his security may be 
lable. 7 7 ; 

L have no doubt, that in accordance with this 
view, after the discussion in the House, the Print- 
ing Committee changed their original purpose—as | 
understand they did—and abandoned the resolu- 
LLOn As reported in the Senate by Mr. Bortanp, 
and they submitted the one which we now have 
before the House, in their report. This resolution 
i shall not troublethe Housetoread. Gentlemen 
understand it, and they will find that it amounts 
tu precisely the same thing, in substance, with the 
former one. But these gentlemen have ingeniously 
inanaged to get over the legal difficulty thrown into 
their way by an arrangement which I will now 
describe. They say that they did not propose to 
Mr. Flamilton, but to retain him as public 
printer; but thatthey will from timeto time remedy 


dismis 8 


his neglect and delay, by giving the printing of | 


the House to Donelson & Armstrong, and that of 
the Senate to the Republic. They intend to make 
use of this man, Boyd Hamilton, and keep him in 
the position of a nominal public printer. You see, 
at once, the difficulty in the way, if they take any 
other course. If they had dismissed him—if they 
had said that he could not have carried out the 
contract, why it would have been necessary for 
this Llouse to take some action; and the House 
could, no doubt, have made an arrangement to let 
out the public printing to the lowest bidder, or in 

yme other way spoken of. And in either of these 
points of view, Donelson & Armstrong and the 
Republic could not havecome in, Well, these gen- 
tlemen, adroitly, with a view of giving the print- 
ing to their favorites, adopted this mode. They 
intend that this man, Boyd Hamilton, shall be, 
nominally, the public printer. But the moment 
this printing is to be executed, they will say to 
Mr. Hamilton, ** You cannot execute this work; 
you will not be able to do it’’—and they tell us 
he is not able—and therefore they give this to 
Donelson & Armstrong, and that to the Republic. 
In this way they will keep Boyd Hamilton in that 
nominal position of public printer during the whole 

ession, and turn over the work to the other print- 
ers—he being thus a mere sort of conduit pipe to 
convey the printing from Congress to their friends. 
Now, what is Boyd Hamilton’s position? He 
may well say to himself, ‘‘ If I commence on this 
document, and should set up one half of it, the 
committee will come inand snatch it from me, and 
turn it over to Donelson & Armstrong.” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the gentle- 
man from North Carolina [Mr. CLhineman] permit 
me to ask him one question? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 will. 

Mr. JONES. Does the gentleman from North 
Carolina {Mr. Crineman] believe that Boyd Ham- 
‘ton can execute the printing of this House and 
of the Senate ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 


man with pleasure 


I will answer the gentle- 
Itis xn point I know nothing 


about. I think it very likely he cannot. But it 
is very certain that he has had no fair chance to 
execute it. It is very certain that this committee, 
three months ago, commenced a war upon him 
caleulated to discredit him, and put it out of his 
power to get along. It is clear, according to his 
own statement, that he has been embarrassed all 
the time, and I say it by no means follows that he 
cannot execute the printing. 

Mr. JONES. One more question, with the per- 
mission of the gentleman. This contract with 
Boyd Hamilton was entered into on the third of 
March, 1851. Did he not have, from that time, 
knowing that he had the contract, up to the first 
day of December last, to prepare his materials, his 
paper, press, ink, type, and everything else in 
hand, to come here to do the work ? and should he 
not, had he been able to do it, have fully prepared 
himself for it? If he had been thus prepared, 
does the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
CLINGMAN] suppose that any gentleman upon this 
floor, or in the other wing of this building, or any 
member of this committee, could have any objec- 
tion to his doing his work ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. IL hear this inquiry of my 
friend with great pleasure; but he will see that it 
does not remove the difficulty which now stands 
inthe way. I tell him, candidly, that | do not 
know whether this man can execute the printing 
or not. I think, probably, he cannot. But sup- 
pose he cannot, what was the duty of the Printing 
Committee? Unquestionably to report to this 
House that this man could not execute it, and 
leave the House to determine whether they would 
let it out to the lowest bidder, or adopt the plan of 
the gentleman from Wi®eonsin, [Mr. Dory,] or 
some other mode. But these gentlemen of the 
committee say clearly, as their action shows, that 
if that was done, Donelson & Armstrong would 
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not get any part of it, and the Republic would get | 


no part of it, and therefore they have arranged 
matters in the present mode. They intend to hold 
on to Boyd Hamilton, nd make him the instru- 
ment of keeping the control of the printing from 
the House, and to convey it into the hands of their 
favorites, where they are determined it shall go, 
and where they know that they cannot get it in 
any other way. That is what I object to. The 


plan recommended by the committee is the worst | 


plan you can possibly have. 


You will have three | 


printers, one a legal one, and two others foisted | 


on us by this mode. 

The difficulty will be, when you do not getany 

yrinting done, that you will have three printers to 
im to, and one will shift the responsibility upon 
the others. Boyd Hamilton will say, ‘*L ex- 
pected to have had this printing, but I found that 
the committee had given it to some other people.”’ 
No matter what the condition of the public print- 
ing, we are to be bedeviled during the whole ses- 
sion, having no one responsible person to look to. 

The Printing Committee have left things in this 
condition, and I can only account for it upon the 
supposition of a strong and overruling 
benefit their friends. 

Now, | was pleased, at the beginning of this 
session, with the candor of the chairman of that 
committee. He came out very frankly and told 
the House that his object was to benefit a political 
friend; that he was a party man; and he called 
upon his party, all around the House, to sustain 
him; and [ have no doubt thatthat gentleman will 
admit that he is now actuated by the same feel- 
ings. Ihave no doubt that he will admit, if the 
question is put directly to him, that he does not 
intend to recommend any proposition that cuts 
out Donelson & Armstrong altogether. 
the situation of that gentleman upon the commit- 
tee. They see that we are in a difficulty, and they 
do not mean to let us get out of itin any way, ex- 
cept through Donelson & Armstrong. 

Mr. GORMAN. I wish to ask the gentleman 
if he is not actuated by the same motive to cut out 
Donelson & Armstrong? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Notatall. 

Mr. GORMAN. I can, with the same propri- 
ety, say, Not at all. 

‘Mr. CLINGMAN. Jask if it is not his fixed 
purpose not to recommend any plan which will 
cut out Donelson & Armstrong altogether ? 

Mr. GORMAN. I ask the gentleman from 
North Carolina the same question over, whether 
his fixed and determined purpose is not to cut out 
Donelson & Armstrong ? 


desire to 


That is | 


April 15, 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Itis not. If they will de 
it as cheaply as anybody else, I am willing that 
they should have it. Now, will the gentleman 
answer my question? 

Mr. GORMAN. What is it? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Isay, if Donelson & Arm 
strong will do this work as cheaply as any oy, 
else, 1 want them to have it. How is it with q\; 
gentleman ? 
- Mr. GORMAN. If Donelson & Armstrong 4, 
not do this printing as cheap as anybody eles. in 
view of promptness and contract price, they a. 
not and shall not have it, so far as My vote is con. 
cerned. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Will the gentleman reo. 
ommend a proposition to let out the public print- 
ing to the lowest bidder, and let Donelson & Arm 
strong take their chance? 

Mr. GORMAN. I have no such power in th, 
committee, or in the House. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Will the gentleman vote 
for it in committee ? 

Mr. GORMAN. I will not. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The gentleman will no, 
vote for it at all. 

Mr. POLK. Will the gentleman allow me to 
ask him a question? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. POLK. The gentleman says that he wil! 
vote for the contract system. I want him to tel! 
me if, since the contract system has been adopted, 
there has been a single contract given out that we 
have not had men at our portals asking relief un- 
der it?) And, further, if it has not cost more, by 
consuming the time of this House, to consider 
these applications for relief under the contract sys- 
tem than one half of the whole public printing 
costs: 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will answer that ques 
tion of my friend in a moment; but I will not 
leave the committee yet. I want to show to the 
House, as the committee has not, how this matter 
stands. They say that this man is not capable of 
executing the public printing, and they will take a 
certain other bid. But there were eight lower bids 
than that of Mr. Rives, although they have se- 
lected his bid. Every one admits Towers is a 
good printer—a responsible man. According to 
the statement given to us, Towers’s bid is $30,000 
or $28,000 and a fraction, less than Rives’s, and 
yet Towers was passed over. Why pass over 
Towers’s bid? And remember, according to the 
statement given to us, Rives’s bid was about 
$60,000 better than the terms upon which they 
proposed to give the contract to Donelson & Arm- 
strong; for Rives agreed to make a deduction fora 
large number of thedocuments. You will see from 
the statement given in the Congressional Globe, 
that that deduction amounts tu about $60,000; so 
that it turns out that they propose to give to 
Donelson & Armstrong this contract at $90,000 
more than Towers was willing to do it for. 

Mr. GORMAN. Most certainly not. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. How much more, then? 

Mr. GORMAN. I told the House yesterday, 
but the gentleman seems to have forgotten it, that 
Towers did not propose to deduct a single per 
cent.—not one per cent. off the round numbers; 
but that Rives did propose to deduct sixty-nine 
per cent. upon all copies over twenty thousand, 
and that Rives’s bid was, thereby, the lowest. 

I say further, sir,that Mr. Rives has published— 
‘<T am the lowest bona fide bidder for the greatest 
‘portion of the printing of Congress, and have 
‘made ample preparations to execute it, and [am 
‘prepared to prove this before a committee. | 
‘therefore ask the Speaker of this House for 1 
‘committee to investigate this fact, that I am th: 
‘lowest bena fide bidder.”” 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [ask the gentleman, then, 
how it stands that they have given it to Donelson 
& Armstrong upon Rives’s bid, without that de 
duction of sixty-nine per cent. upon the largest 
number? 

Mr. GORMAN. No, sir; that is not so. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It is published in the pa- 
pers that he accepted it, upon condition that he 
should not be held to the reduction. It so appears 
from their letter published in the Globe, as a part 
of the committee’s report made yesterday. Did 
the committee and these persons come to that un 
derstanding? 

Mr. GORMAN. They expressly declined tw 


accept that proposition 
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Mr. CLINGMAN._ As 1 understand the gen- 
emany he has taken Donelson & Armstrong at 
nives’s bid, and they have refused it with his pro- 
woged reduction. Did the committee assent to 
De nelson & Armstrong’s proposition, as they 
mae GORMAN. We have made no 
with Donelson & Armstrong. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then, this matter is in a 
worse condition than I thought it was. We seem 
to be entirely at sea, and, acc cording to the present | 
statement, this committee has not, in fact, made 
any contract at all. It seems to me, that this com- 
mittee, instead of doing the business of this House, 
ind making rec ommend: ations for getting out of 

the difficulty, want us to adopt their action when 
they have had no final ac tion. 

Mr. GORMAN. I wish to lay this proposi- 
‘ion on the table; and I will, on Mond: ay, give a 
tangible proposition: the reagon why we cannot 
—_ the contract, and why the parties will not 

ccept the proposition made. | We will proceed to 
rive estimates of what it can be done at by Don- 
elson & Armstrong, Rives, or anybody else. | 
am one of thate ommittee, and when we agree upon 
the subject, we w ill report the fact. 

Mr. CLINGM AN, Iam glad to get the gen- 
tleman’s explanation, but I will not wait for the 
committee. They are too supine and slow; for, 
three months ago, they told us that this man Ham- 
ton could not execute the public printing. This 
was said again and again by the committee during 
the debate on the cénsus report. And yet, witha 
full knowledge of this, that committee has utterly 
failed to take any action on the subject. 

Mr. GORMAN. I never made a proposition 
to this House to give outone single particle of the 
public printing. I proposed three months ago to 
rive Donelson & Armstrong the contract to print 
the census, and nothing else. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I understood the centle- 
man perfectly in the speech he made upon that 
occasion. He then said that Boyd Hamilton could 
not do it. He went into a long argument to show 
tha Boyd Hamilton could not execute it, and he 
ias rested upon his oars ever since, without bring- 
ing forward any specific proposition to remedy 
the evil. It is very obvious that the gentleman’s 
motive has been to provide for Donelson & Arm- 
strong. That is his object, and he intends to 


contract 


baffle the House until they find themselves so much | 


worried to get this printing done, that they will 
adopt that proposition. Therefore, sir, 1 am not 
for it; and I propose a reference of this subject to 
the Judiciary Committee. I differ with my friend 
from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] as to the propri- 
ety of recommitting this matter to the Committee 
on Printing. The chairman of that committee has 
avowed it to be his object to benefit his political 
friends—and I refer the gentleman to his own 
speech—and therefore he is not prepared to modi- 
fy his views. 

Mr. GORMAN. The gentletfan cannot be 
permitted todo mean injustice, and [ do not think 
he will try todoit. The gentleman says I claim 
this particularly for Donelson & Armstrong, upon 
party grounds. Now, the gentleman must be 
aware that what I said was, that if patronage had 
to be bestowed, I should prefer bestowing it upon 
a political friend rather than ona political foe. 
That is all I did say, and from that he cannot ad- 
duce the conclusion he has. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will remind the gentle- 
man that if he had stood upon that ground, he 
might very well have taken the proposition I sug- 
gested to him some months ago in debate, and that 
was, to let the lowest bidder take it. Then his 
friends would have had an equal chance. My col- 
league put the question again and again in his 
speech: Why was it they took the highest instead 
of the lowest bidder? 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I under- 
stand that this committee called upon Mr. Rives, 
and he told them that he made this bid far above 
its yalue, not expecting to. get the work. They 
asked him to furnish a statement at which the 
work could be weil and fairly dane, which state- 
ment he did furnish them, far below the rates 
which the committee have proposed to give Don- 
elson & Armstrong, and Gideon & Co., but the 
committee have said not a word about this to the 
House. Is that true? 

Mr. GORMAN. Not one word of it,sir. Mr. 
Rives was called upon by the chairman of the joint 
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committee to furnish a just estimate of the prices, 
and he furnished these prices, which are higher, 
and not lower. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
them to this House? 
Mr. GORMAN. Yes; I will furnish them. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. It was stated the other 
day by, I believe, the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Haven, ] that Rives'said, that upon his own 
bid the contractor might make a handsome profit, 
That is so; but I am not disposed to go into this 
matter at length. The committee have not only 
passed over the bids of Towers and others, but 
when they took Rives’s bid, they repudiated him. 
If you take his bid, why repudiate him? But, 
Mr. Speaker, I say that thisis an attempt like the 
first was, to get a portion of the public Treasury 

for the benefit of friends. 

Mr. GORMAN. If my friend wil! allow me 
gain to interrupt him. I must have justice done 
me before the House. I tell the centleman from 
North Carolina—and my colleague here, my friend 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Stanton,] knows it—that I 
made the proposition in the committee to take 
‘Towers’s bid, but an honorable Senator upon that 
committee made a calculation, and demonstrated 
to usthat Rives’s bid, with sixty-nine per cent. de 
ducted, was the ¢ heapest of the two. My propo- 
sition was for Towers’s bid. 

Mr. ORR. My friend from Indiana has fallen 
into an error in reference to this sixty-nine per 
cent. of which he speaks. Here is a table, and I 
will read the caption of it, prep vared by the Clerks 
of the two Houses on the 3d of March last: 


Will the gentleman furnish 


* Statement showing the amounts of the several propo 
sals for each class of the printing of the Thirty-second 
Congress, as calculated upon the quantities of printing of 
the two Houses of Cougress ordered at the first session of 
the Thirtieth Congress, and showing also the aggregate 
amount of the proposals of the several individuals for the 
printing of all the classes upon that data, together with the 
average amount of the whole.’’ 

Now, sir, the gentleman from Indiana (Bar. 
Gorman] states that Mr. 
hended the census, but the —, of this state 
ment shows that the agere orate bids were calculated 
upon the assumption that the printing for this 
Congress would be equal to that of the Thirtieth 
Congress, when, as we all Know, no census print- 
ing was ordered by the Thirtieth Congress; and 

Lives’s bid, after deducting the sixty-nine per cent, 

on the long numbers, is, as I stated,* $169,000. 
Apprehending that I might have misunderstecd 
this matter, since yesterday I have seen both Rives 
and ‘Towers, and both concur in the st itement 
that Towers’s bid is $30,000 less than Rives’s. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. That corresponds with the 
published report in the Congressional Globe, which 

read this morning, and which is given at leneth 
in that paper. But I now wish to say a word upon 
the political bearing of this matter. You well rec- 
ollect, Mr. Speaker, when the contract system was 
originally adopted, that at that time the Demo- 
cratic party had a majority of sixty or seventy 
upon this floor; but the W higs had been dise ussing 
it from session to session, and, finally, under the 
lead of one of your colleagues, (Garrett Davis,) a 
vigorous effort was made at that time, and 
whole.of the Whig party came up, and the Dem- 
ocratic party, with their ‘large mi jority of sixty or 
seventy, came forward and he Jped it through. 
The Whigs did not want to bear the burden of 
carrying upon their shoulders an odious system of 
favoritism. Now it is proposed to abandon it, 
and for no new system that would do better, but 
to go back into that old system of favoritism, of 
party organs, which was found to be so mischiev- 
ous. I should like to know upon what principle 
any man upon this side of the House—referring 
to party organization as existing on the old basis— 
I should like to know upon what principle we are 
to go over, and abandon this contract: system. 
Look back to the constant denunciations of that 
day, and for many years, of the Government pat- 
ronage and power, and its influence upon the press 
and country , and it will be seen that the whole 
Whig party came up to carry out the system now 
proposed to be abandoned. What is the consid- 
eration ? Why, the only consideration offered for 
this surrender of principle —for there was principle 
in it originally, and there is still—the only consid- 
eration is, that the Republic is to have some share 
of the printing, it being a Whig organ. We are 
to sell out, and transfer whatever principle there 
was in this matter, in consideration of the favor 


tives’s bid compre 


done this year. For you will remember, Mh: 
Speaker, when this proposition was onnally 
brought up to give it to Donelson & Armstrong, 
the whole Whig party, without any single excep 
tion, voted against it; and now it is supposed by 


a combination with the tepublic that we will go 
over. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, party principles are very 


cheap at this ime, ladmit. I did say, last s¢ 
sion, that l looked upon the 
divided upon any principle at all—that the old 
parties were merely 
tions, struggling to get at the public 
still entertain that opinion to a great extent. But 
sir, are we to be called upon now to surrender any 
relic of party principle, and that the whole W 

party enter into this system for that consideration 
Now, I should like to know of the 
the Committee on Printing, whether any pre 
dent like this can be found It 


present pariies as not 


bodies of men or comou 


othces i 


chairman of 


is said that | 
I 


sold his birthright for a mess of pottage; but T 
intended to eat the pottage himself. There is 1 
evidence whatever before us, that Esau would 
have sold that birthright for pottage for somebody 
else to eat. Yet we are to be so well satisfied, 


this Republic ean get into the public Treasury, 
and obtain a share of the money, that we are t 
sell out whatever of principle we had upon th 


question. ‘That is the point, Mr. Spe iker. 


The Union endeavored, early this session, t 
eet, through the aid of its friends, into the pub 
Treasury: but found that it was not strong enough 
to get in, and had to agree to divide; justas, afew 


vears aco, when the Patent Office was robbed of 
its jewels by two or three accomplices. Do yor 
suppose the man who first 

cetuung in the Patent Office, away these 
jewels, proposed to call in others and divide, fro: 

a mere feeling of generosity? Notatall. [donot 
doubt that he found he could not get in alone, and 


onceived the desig¢n of 


and takine 


upon the principle gf necessity, he me ade a bargain 
with several others, that the y shou ld aid h ind 
divide the spoil. This illustrates this } 
‘They wish to get into the Treasury, und findn 
that they are not strong 
the Whigs, if you come in and help us, we wi 
divide with you. 
It is a violation of the existing law, to cet at the 
money. If the committee are of opinion that 
the system established by law is wrong, let them 
come up, and report a proposition to repeal the 
law: but they have no right to endeavor, while 
that system is the law of the land, to evade it in 
this way. 


Mr. HAVEN. 


moment, sir, beeause in re ference to all these } irty 


enough alone, they savy to 


That is the amount of it, Si 


I shall only trouble vou for 
divisions I propose to have not hinge to do: but 
there is one question which | desire to lay befor 
the House, and let the the benefi 
of it, too. The first thing is simply this: is th 
House satisfied with the execution, or attempted 
execution, of the contract by Mr. Hamilton? ‘The 
but if the House is 


rentleman have 


committee were not satisfied 


satisfied, so far as I am concerned, Lam willing te 
leave this matter where it is But. as one of the 
committee, | have eome to the conclusion that he 
did not perform his contract, and I choose that 
this House should make war upon Hamilton for 
not performing it, rather than upon the committee 
for having neglected their duty. Let the House 
take the issue. If they aresatisfied with the qual 
ity and quantity of the work, let them have t¢) 

responsibility ; if they are not satisfied, then th 
second section of the act requires the committee 
to take such means as they may deem necessat 

to remedy the neglect or delay on the part of 
Hamilton. The committee have taken pains, so 
far as they have been able, to remedy that neg 
lectanddelay. They have not consummated these 
means. They have tried to, and will, if the Hon 


have confidence in the committee: but from the 
time that the House have not confider ‘e in the 
committee I shall be ha; py to transfer into their 


rem see with ho 


hands that duty, and let ti w much 
greater unanimity they can come to a conclusio) 
than the coramittee have. I submit this proposi 
tion: If the House or country are satisfied wit! 
the printing, in “= antity and quality, an delivered, 


and in amount, that they relieve the 
from any responsibility upon that subject; 
are not, then the committee, o cupying the pl i 

they do, will take the best means in their nower 
to remedy that inconvenience. It was because it 
was intimated suggested by 


committee 
if they 


rentlemen here 
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that the committee were desirous to lay before the 


House their proceedings; and if the House have 
no confidence in the committee, if they think this 
work was all weil done, let them take the respousi- 
bility and say, when they have waited twelve 
months for these heavy documents, that it was at 
their own suggestion that they ws nitod upon Mr. 
Hamilton, and not through the inefficienc y of the 
committee, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I understand the gentle- 
man. He is mistaken about the fact. He is anx- 
ious to shift the dilemma from the committee to 
the House. Hecannot do it. I have no doubt 
but he believes exactly what he states; but what 
I wish to say is, that the committee themselves 
have been in default. If they were satisfied that 
this man had not the capacity to execute the print- 
ing, they ought to have reported that fact to the 
House, and requested its advice. ‘The House 
might then have 
eise 

Mr. HAVEN. The law requires that the com 
mittee shall act—that they shall remedy the failuré 


ot the contractor. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. That is the gentleman’s 


construction of the law. 


isposed of it to some one 


My construction igna 
The gentleman has construed the 
law erroneously. He has acted honestly and 
fairly, I do not doubt. ) 
of the gentlemen as having any such motive as the 
one [ have been speaking of. He has made no 
state. nent bearing it out. Every one knows there 
has been a powerful outside pressure to take care 


ditlerent one. 


I do not charge upon any 


of Donelson & Armstrong, and others. ‘That is 
the point. And it has been intimated in the debate 
upon this floor, that one of the reasons why those 
gentlemen should have that contract, was that they 
had rendered important services to their country 
[ see it now stated in newspapers—the Baltimore 
Sun, and others—we hear it all around, that these 
editors have been fighting 
the ultras, &c., and for that Treason they are en- 
deavored to be pushed forward in the way now 
proposed. You know, Mr. Speaker, that they 
have been, and are endeavoring themselves—in 


for the Union against 


y 
t 
I 


their editorials—to create theimpression that there 
are a few ultra men—Disunionists, Secessionists, 
Abolitionists, and others—opposed to their pa- 
triotic effort to get into the ‘Treasury. Why, if 
that were really true, that the only cvuardians of 
the public Treasury were afew ultra men, it would 
te!! badly for the country. But there is nothing 
in it. ” 

Mr. POLK. If the centleman will allow me, 
J cannot permit such a charge to be made without 
the facts coming to heht l ask any member of 
that committee whether Gideon & On, or Donel- 
son & Armstrong, e ver mi de prepositions to them 
for the public printung? Ll will put another ques- 
tion to them. lLask these men—the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. 


them—(and 


CLINGMAN| is one of 
we have to go into this fight, we will 
eontend brow to brow, and bosom to bosom)—if 
the editor of the Southern Press did not approach 
that committee with a proposition to divide the 
spoils, but could not get it? 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


but the ge 


I know nothing about it; 
ntleman from Indiana [Mr. Gorman} 
stated the other day that the editor of the South- 
ern Press did not make any proposition to the 
committee, 

Mr. POLK. Let any member of the commit- 
tee pane my questions. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I do not care anything 
aboutit. The gentleman is endeavoring ‘to get 
me upop a point to which | attach no weight. 1 
um opposed to the giving of that printing to the 
Southern Press, Umion, or any other political 
press. 

Mr. POLK. IT hope the gentleman will, in this 
connection, allow a member of the Printing Com- 
mittee—the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Sran- 
TON]—to state the facts. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
tleman’s perimission—— : 

Mr. CLINGMAN.,. Iwill, in a moment. | 
will give the gentleman an opportunity. I desire 
now to state what | understand to be the operation 
here. lt may be that the editor of the Southern 
Press applied. Ido noteareif hedid. The gen- 
tleman from Indiana said that he did not. That 
is a matier between the centleme n. lam not the 
representative of the Southern Press, but I fully 
concur with the gentleman from South Carolina. 


W ith the gen- 


; 

Mr. GORMAN. He made no proposition to 
me. He made no proposition that | know of. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I know nothing about it. 
That is a matter between the gentlemen. What] 
was speaking of when interrupted, Mr. Speaker, 
was the obvious effort made upon the part of the 
editors of the journvals here interested to create the 
impression in the House—and we hear it all 
around the Hall—every one knows the attempt is 
being made—to force the measure through under 
that idea to enable them to get into the Treasury— 
under the idea that they had been performing im- 
portant service in the saving of the Union, and 
making war upon extreme men. Gentlemen-here 
press them forward under that idea. There ishardly 
a newspaper in which you do not see something 
about it. Look in the morning papers at the putts 
which go out to the « country . Look at the effort 


made to get up a strong impression in behalf of 


those individuals under the idea that they have 
performed patriouc public service. Now, to give 
you, Mr. Speaker, a notion of how high the ser- 


vices they have rendered are in the estimation of 


those who are pressing their claim here, let me 
state a case. Supposea soldier had been in every 
battle of our late war with Great Britain, and 
brought away honorable scars—suppose that he 
had gone with Scott’s column to Mexico, that he 
had fought at Buena Vista--that he had partici- 
pated in all of the conflicts in Mexico, and I 
should introduce a proposition to give that man ten 
or tweity thousand dollars out of the public Treas- 
ury, how would it bereceived? It would be voted 
: Unless I could show that he had 
actually been disabled in the public service, there 
is nota committee in this House which would 
vote to give him a dollar. No, sir, not one! 
They would not put him upon the pension roll. 
If | were to introduce a proposition to give a 
man who had struggled against a foreign ene- 
my in any way, or a man who had _ filled all 
the civil departments of the Government, from 
the President down to the lowest, and who was 
now in poverty, a few thousand dollars out 
of the public Treasury, it would be voted down 
at once. Well, then, how grand must have been 
the services those two organs performed for the 
country to justify gentlemen in pressing their 
claims here upon that ground! They will make 
$100,000, $200,000, or $300,000 if they get the 
printing. Statements vary. According to a state- 
ment of Mr. Rives, from one class of printing 
alone—the census printing—they would, if 100,000 
copies were printed, and the prices given as pro- 
posed, make nearly §J,000,000! I will tell you, 
Mr. Speaker, what I think we ought to do if this 
contract system cannot be carried out, and | have 
erreat doubts as to whether it can. Let us try the 
experiment of the gentleman from Wisconsin, 
(Mr. Dory,] of a national establishment. I do 
not speak with reference to the details of his bill, 
as I have not sufficiently examined them. Letus 
appoint some man with a salary of $2,000 or 
$3,000, and let his hire workmen to do the public 
printing. Let us make that experiment. ir you 
co that, you separate the press from the pol lineal 
control of this House. I am willing to. start 
there. This is an additional reason why this 
matter should go to the Judiciary Committee. 1 
hope that committee will report some system 
which will take from the Government, and every 
part of the Government, the control over the news- 
That can easily be done. Let it be 
provided that the paper in which are to be pub- 
lished the laws and advertisements shall be se- 
lected solely with reference to the lareest circu- 
lation. The result would be that no party could 
exercise any control over the press. 

The press is one of the great estates of this coun- 
try. Every gentleman admits that it ought to be 
independ nt; but if the Government is able to con- 
trol it here at the centre, the administration that 
happened to be in power could control it to a creat 
extent, in all the States. Papers are selected upon 
the principle of favoritism, in which to publish 
the laws. . Advertisements, and such favors, 
ace extended to such pavers as may agree 
in sentiment with the administration in power 
By selecting a few leading papers at different 
points, io which they give these crumbs, they are 
enabled to control their party press. Now, that 
whole thing is wrong. For example: Every pe 
per in this count ry, em} ployed to print the laws 
and advertisements, should not be a Whig paper. 


down at once. 


paper press. 
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There is no reason why a Democratic paper shor 
not have them sometimes. If the Demo rat 
party come into ower, it is wrong that Wi 
newspapers shail be excluded from every adver 
tisement, and the publication of the laws. Ey... 
one will ‘admit that. Let us then rid Con; adie 2 
all control over the printing here, and pass pro 
laws, either such as I suggest, to make the or 
ing depend upon the circulation, or do som: . 
else to remove control over the press, if possi 
Then you will have an independent press, and; 
peop le will have a chance to get at the truth, 
have occupied ten times as much of the time oj 
House as I had intended. My object was simni: 
to throw out a few observations. ‘I have beey my 
away by questions of gentlemen upon the othe: 
side. IT want to know from the centleman fir 
‘Tennessee [Mr. Poik] whether he desires me :, 
renew his motion, which I promised to do ? 

Mr. POLK. I consented to withdraw it on 1} 
condition that it shduld be renewed. 
rentleman to renew it. 

Mr. CLINGMAW. I, then, feel bound by n 
promise to renew it. I move to lay the what 
matter upon the table, and upon that motion d 
mand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the gentle- 
man from North Carolina will withdraw 
motion. Ihave but a very few remarks to m 
upon this subject, which I desire to make at this 
time. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I wish to ad- 
dress the House upon this subject also. 

Mr. POLK. Irelieve the gentleman from Nort! 
Carolina from any obligation to renew my moti 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
tion I have just made. 

Mr. JONES.  Lhave, Mr. Speaker, but a very 
few remarks to make upon this subject, and Id 
sire to make those in justification of the vote | ex- 
pect to give upon this occasion. | expect t 
to lay this whole matter upon the tal ble. How. 
ever we may differ as to who should execute this 
work, whether Whig, Democrat, or Free-Soil 
or Southern-Rights man, I think every genitle- 
man upon this floor has arrived at the same con- 
clusion to which I have been irresistibly forced— 
and that is, that the present contractor, A. Boyd 
Hamilton, cannot execute the contract he has 
made with Congress to do the public printing. | 
do not say this to prejudice his case, or out of 
any disrespect to him. I would much have 
preferred that he had obtained this contract upon 
terms which would have enabled him to exe- 
cute it as it should have been,—without Joss, but 
with a fair equivalent for the time and labor 
devoted to its execution. Then, if that is so, if 
Congress are satisfied that the present contractor 
cannot execute the work, something is required to 
be done in order that it shall be executed. We 
have Executive communications made to us from 
the first to almost the last day of the session. 
is important t Lagat these documents should bein 
hands of the Répresentatives of the peo} le, to 
able them to levish ite understandingly for th e! 
efit of the country. It is imports int, then, tha 
this work should be done; and if the present con- 
tractor cannot do it, something should be done by 
which the printing may be executed. The Joint 
Committee upon Printing of the two Houses, in 
the exercise of a power which they believe is vested 
in them by the joint resolution of 1846, have pro- 
posed to give this work—a portion of it to one 
firm, and a portion to another firm of this city. 
What is the objection to their doing this under 
these circumstances? Why, the great objection 
here to giving the work to Donelson & Arm- 
nap eee ordered to be printed by the House— 
is, | believe, that they are Democrats. That, sir, 
is the only objec tion I have heard urged against 
them; but, Mr. Speaker, in the sincerity of my 
heart, I say to you, and this House, that it is no 
objection with me. 

Mr. GRR. As one of those who object, I de- 
sire to say, that the price has as much to do with 
my objection, and more, than politics. ° 

Mr. FLORENCE. I would also say that my 
objection is not based upon politics. 

Mr. JONES. The principal objection urged 
against Gideon & Co. is, I believe, that they are 
Whigs. That would bea pretty good one with 
me, if [ had the distribution of this patronage, if 
it may be so called. This is known, I presume, 


I expec tt 


Then I withdraw the mo- 


| to a majority of those who occupy seats upon 
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other side of this Hall. I have said that I 
expected, or intended, to vote to lay this whole 
subject upon the table. I intend to so vote that 
this committee may have this work executed; and 
| hope that they willnotstop atthat. I hope that 
that committee will report to this House, and to 
the Senate, ® proposition to repeal the joint reso- 
lution of 1846, providing for this contract system. 
| yoted for that contract system, and I am satis- 
éod that it has proved an utter failure. I am sat- 
fed that it will not work well; and, so long as it 
-. eontinued, and remains upon your statute book, 
that it will prove a fruitful source of discord, con- 
tention, and strife, in both endsof the Capitol. I 
hope that the committee will not stop at the point 
merely, of repealing this system, but that they 
will investigate this question, and consult with 
honest men, who are practical printers, in regard 
There are printers by trade in this, and the 
other House. ‘There are others in this city, and 
in the cities adjacent to this Capitol. I hope that 
committee will investigate this subject, and report 
to this House a bill establishing the prices for the 
public printing; and, that that being done, I hope 
that each House will elect its own printer. We 
can establish the prices, and we will have no indi- 
viduals before us for whom we should vote favor 
at the time. Then let each House elect its print- 
er, and let him do thework. Leteach House, for 
itself, through its committee, superintend the qual- 
ity of paper, and the execution of the work, and 
report, from time to time, if it is according to the 
law, or the conditions which the law may require. 

My friend from Virginia (Mr. Bayiy] says, let 
the House buy the paper. I would have no ob- 
iection to that; but, as a commentary upon this 
‘House buying paper, walk into the room adjoin- 
ing the post office, where each member is supplied 
with stationery. It is done upon this low-bid 
system—this contract system. 

“The contractors furnish samples when they bid, 
to the Clerk of the House and the Secretary of the 
Senate, and these gentlemen say that they hardly 
ever furnish an article equal to the sample. If you 
are going to buy the paper, send your agent into 
the market, as you would go yourselves, to select 
the material, and when he finds an article suitable 
for the purpose, let him purchase it at a fair price, 
and not offer a bonus to dishonest men to swindle 
the Government. Then, suppose this should be 
done. First, [ will say that | am opposed to this 
printing bureau project. I think thatit will be one 
of the most fruitful sources of favoritism and 
abuse that can be conceived and carried into prac- 
How will you fix the compensation of the 
hands, who are to work in this great printing 
establishment of the United States? There are 
printers scattered all over this country. I believe 
they have printers in every Congressional district 
in the United States, except that of my friend 
from Accomac, [Mr. Bayty,] [Laughter,] and 
members of this House and the other House 

Mr. BAYLY. The gentleman has referred to 
a fact, which has been very often referred to in 
this House, that the district I represent, with 
twelve counties in it, has not a newspaper in it. 
(Laughter.} [ am happy to admit that such is 
the fact. We have no large towns in that district, 
and I regard asa great nuisance_a village press. 
The reason that such presses cannot live in my 
district is, that my people are a well-educated and 
thrifty people, and they prefer to take metropol- 
itan and city papers, which are well edited, to 
taking little miserable village papers. I will lay : 
wager, [cries of ** Oh, no! oh, no!”’ and laughter, 
I will venture the assertion then, {laughter,] that 
there are more Intelligencers, more Unions, more 
Enquirers and Whigs, leading political papers, 
taken in my district, than in any country district 
represented upon this floor. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman says that his 
towns are small, and will not support a paper. If 
you establish this printing bureau, there will not 
be a district represented upon this floor, but what 
will have some of these small towns unable to sup- 
ort the printer, and he will be brought here per- 
iaps for his partisan services to his friends, and 
forced into that bureau. He will not come here 
todo work. He will come here to be quartered 
upon the Government, and in all probability you 
will have five times as many of these printers here, 
as John C. Rives would have in his establishment, 
or any other good printer, to do the same amount 


the 


t} 
in 


to it. 


tice. 
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> 
here to increase the compensation, for extra com- 
pensation, and all sorts of propositions would be 
brought forward here from that establishment. 
These are a few of theevils, which | think would 
result from it, and which determine me uncom- 
promisingly against having that work executed in 
such a manner. I desire that the prices shall be 
fixed, and, when fixed, that each House shall elect 
its own printer. In my Opinion it 1s the very best 
system which can be adopted, and the only one 
which will work well. You ask me for whom I 
would vote, if this question were to come on now? 
I have no hesitation in saying it here, and to the 
world, that I would vote for Donelson & Arm- 
strong. Are there any more worthy or better men 
in this country than they are? Lask the honor- 
able gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Ciine 
MAN,] who addressed the House this morning, and 
I ask also my friend from Mississippi, {Mr. 
Brown,] if he was here, and in the majority, and 
this printing was to be given 
vote for those who agree with 
other of them, as the case may 
self, and | have no doubt 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If the gentleman will al- 
low me, I will answer the gentleman’s question. 
I admit, if you had by law the right to elect a 
printer, and were obliged to elect him, that gentle 
man and myself might vote for our friends; but | 
am opposed to the system, because I think ita bad 
one; and I am especially opposed, while we have 
another system in operation under the law, to re- 
sorting to this system in violation of the law. 

Mr. JONES. [ object to this system, because 
we are fighting about the prices and about indi 
viduals at the same time. bet us fix the prices 
when we have no individuals before us, and then 
let us contest the matter, who they shall be, when 
we have settled upon the prices. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If the gentleman will allow 
me, I will beg leave to remind him, that when Con- 
cress have, in two or three inst 
ollect the case of Gales & Seaton—fixed the prices 
and elected the printer, and he has agreed to do 
the printing at those prices, that his friends, being 
in power, have come in at the end of the session 
and enlarged the prices, just as they attempted to 
do with Mr. Ritchie. 

Mr. JONES. These were your political friends 
when they had the power. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [am not justifying it, and 
Iam only reminding the gentleman that his sug- 
gestion will not answer the purpose. It was done 
by the Whigs, and was attempted to be done by 
the Democrats, and would have been done in the 
last Congress, but for a few outsiders who de- 
feated it. 

Mr. JONES. There was a law, as the gentle 
man will recollect, fixing the price for the printing 
of Congress. When this House came to elect a 
printer, they fixed it in the resolution which pro 
vided for the election of a printer that he should 
do the work at fifteen per cent., I believe, less than 
the prices of 1819. After had executed 
work, at the close of the Twenty-seventh Con 
cress, his friends came forward and said that the 
House could not repeal a law by its own action, 
and deprive him of the prices designated by law. 
The case will be different if you fix the prices by 
law, and elect a printer under that law. But | have 
said that I would vote for Donelson & Armstrong. 
I ask gentlemen here, every one of them, to say, 
when they come to elect a printer, if they would 
not do the same thing, and vote for the men who 
concurred with them in political opinions and prin 
ciples—who were not only thus situated, towards 
them, but were their personal as well as political 
friends? I take it that there is no man upon this 
floor who will say nay to that proposition. Then, 
I ask gentlemen, what objection can those of us, 
at least those who claim to be Democrats, who are 
of the compromise school of Democrats as desig- 
nated at present, have to voting for Donelson & Arm- 
strong? Major Donelson is not only well known 
to this Congress, but to the country. He has oc- 
cupied various important public political trusts 
under the Government, and | 
cutcheon is untarnished by the breath of slander, 
or in any other way. He stands before the coun- 

try as a man of honor and of integrity. 

"Now, sir, the other gentleman who is associated 
with Major Done 
of this city, is not so well known to this House 


out, would he not 
either one or the 
be? [would my 





ances—he will rec- 


he the 


believe that his es- 





son inthe Union establishment 


of work. You would havecontinual applications || as Major Donelson; he is not, perhaps, so well 
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known to the country. I believe the inquiry has 
been made in this House, ** Who is General Arm 
strong?’’ At least the gentleman from Maryland 
[Mr. Evans] said he did not know him. Well, 
Mr . Speaker, Genera! Robert Armstrong tsa native 


of the State of Tennessee, from which | hal. He 
has been raised, and has spent his days, up to the 
time when he came on here, as a citizen of Ten- 
nessee, and in all the relations of life, pu ‘and 


private, his character and course have been marked 
by an honor and integrity unsurpassed by that of 
any other man in that State, or in any other State 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Will the 


me to interrupt him for a moment ? 


rentieman allow 
l merely want 
to say that my remarks certainly will not bear the 
construction which the gentleman from Tennessee 
seems to have put upon them. 
Vir. JONES. Oh no; 1 did not say they would 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 havea great respect 
Messrs. «& Armstrong } 
think highly of them—very highly 
Mr. JONES. | was relerring toa rem rk ™m d . 
eman from Maryland, 
{| Mr. EXvANS,] not now in his seat : 
Mr.GENTRY. Wil 


to perform a pleasing duty in reference to the ren 





Donelson ersunailly i 


some time since by the gent 


my colleague allow me 


tlemen of whom he ts sypre ikin 
Mr. JONES. Yes, | will yield the floor 


collearue. 


Mr. GENTRY. Not that these entlemen 
need any indorsement or ertificate fron: me im 
regard to their standing or character, but simply 
from the fact that they are of adve e pe ca, | 
voluntee! to adopt all that my coll ve has sald 


in relation to Messrs. Donelson & Armstrong, as 


individual citizens, 


Mr. JONES Mr. Speaker, General Robert 
Armstrong, irem the days of bis youth, was tie 
col fide nual and bosom trrend of \) arew Ji ck 
son: and that great and illustrious mar ie 
erreatest of his ace—when he “me to lay down 
nis lite, bequeathed that word, with which he 
ichieved the glorious victory of the Sth of Janu 
ary, IS15, to this same humble individual, Cie 
eral Rebert Armstrong, with the confident be- 
lef in his breast, that it would ever be wielded 
by him to whom he had bequeathed n, in defense 
ot that country, Whose iberties he so cherished. 
And, sir, as my colleague said, General Jackson 


before he intrusted him with 


never mistook aman. always ke ew bis map 


his contidence 


But, sur, General Armstrong ts not de den 
merely upon he friendship of Genera) Jackson 
for his history and character. He wasat the bat- 
tle of Emucktaw, in the C ek war of Is] 1. and 
commanded one of the most callant companies uf 
artillery that ever fought in the maintena e ot 
the rights of the se | ited States, In th mittie, 
he fell, as was thought by some, mortally v nd 
ed. His ex lamation then, to those around |} m 
was, ** Boys, don’t give up the guns.”’ Dhis, 
sir, is who General Robert Armstro: y 18 man 
who stands before the country ind betore the 
world, of as high-souled honor, as unsulhed wy 
tegrity, aS pure patriotism, nd as sound dem- 
ocrar y,as iny man in it 

Mr. FITCH. I feel some delicacy in saying 
anything upon thi subject. Thecharve of c 
tion has been so freely made he e,th If I ere 
may be an attempt to make mea party to it. 
Heretofore, however, | veneve, i mas OnLY been 
charged that the members otf the committee, 
opposite po tics, have coalesced, for certain I 
poses of their own, and that, in tl H ,a 
coaition has een ‘ormed > a t he ' n, 
between the extremes mn both side e State 
Rights men and the Free-Soves Now, you 
very well know, | occupy something of a conserv- 
ative position. lam not nong those who would 
encourage runaway slaves on the one de, nor 
am 1, on the other side, ame rthose who would 
dissolve the Union beea f ives Will run away 
I cannot, therefore, be properly classed with either 
of these sectional parties, at d ! cann t, COM: 
quently, be ju thy cn irved with ber » pa y oO 
any coalition they may make. But I do not be- 
lieve in this thing of a co ion so suddenly de 
veloping itself here, in the House. lts existence 
Is Maginary 

1 wish, very briefly, to give a view of the action 
of this commuttee from L pol td fhe ent from t pat 
ted by my colleague, |[Mr. Gorman.) the 


pre eT 


chairman of the Committee on Prin ing: and it is 


|, because the chairman of the committee is my col- 
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, that I prefer that the expression of 
views should precede my vote. 

I ac calbedolie the binding force and obligation 
of party usage. 1 pay as much deference to such 
usage as any member upon this floor, in all proper 
matters. Il acknowledge, likewise, adhesion to 
party principles; obligation either to defend them 
when assailed, or no longer to consider myself as 
1 part and parcel of the party proclaiming them. 
But when I see an effort made—not designedly, 
probably, but having that effect—when I see an 
effort made to pervert party machinery in such a 
manner as to make it conducive to the 
tion of the best interests of the country, or the 
violation of a settled policy and existing law, | 
annot follow the lead. Attempted leading of a 
like injudicious character has developed anew dif- 
ferences here among Democrats, which otherwise 
might soon have been healed by time; or, if the 
lead has been followed by a majority, has placed 
us ina false position before the country. 

Let me say in the outset, that I am not the ad- 
vocate of the contractor for public printing. I do 
not know him, and even if I did, should have 
disposition to appear here as his defender. Indeed 
[ admit prejudice against him; but prejudice shall 
not govern my action, unless proof ts adduced to 
sustain it. He may or may not be able to fulfill 
his contract. Thecommittee say heisnot. Mem- 
bers upon this floor say he is not. But [have no 


' 
Pag my 


prostra- 


no 


proof of it, other than the delay in the delivery of 


» know 
great 


one class of printing—a which we 

occurs during every Congress almost to as 
an extent as it has done during this. But I will 
admit that the public printer has violated his con- 
tract, and still I eannot vote to sustain the action 
of the committee, I may as well state here, that 
iny objection to sustaining the action of the com- 


delay 


mittee, grows out of no dislike, personal or polit- 
ical, to Donelson & Armstrong. 
the political objections to those gentlemen which 
were avowed by the gentleman from North (x 
lina, (Mr. VenaBue,] not long since; and I wish 
to say to that gentleman, in this connection, that 
not only do I sustain the policy of the Union, and 
esteem most of its political principles highly con- 
servative, but that any atte mpt—although I donot 
suppose that he will make any—to ingraft prin- 
ciples of an opposite character upon the Dem- 
ocratic creed, cannot succeed, and must result in 
the overwhelming defeat of himself and t who 
act with him. 

Mr. VENABLE. 
friend—— 


Mr. FITCH. 


iro- 


hose 


Did I understand my 


Simply as saying 


Mr. VENABLE. It is but justice to myself, 
ind to the parties concerned, to say that I have no 

versonal objection to Messrs. Donelson & Arm- 
aaa: my remarks concerning them were purely 
political. T am no creed-maker for one party or 
the other. Iam rather a free-fighter than other- 
wise. | never make creeds for the Democratic 
party, forthe W hig party, or for the Federal party 
but | know what Democratic doctrines are, what 
Whig doctrines are, and what Federal doctrines 
are. I will say to the gentleman from Indiana, 
that I have never endeavored to enlarge, or dimin- 
the Democratic creed, or to ingraft 
any new principles upon it. According to the 
strictest sect of our religion, I have been consid- 
ered a Democrat for the last thirty or forty years. 
| have never taken from the Democratic 
added to it. 

Mr. FITCH. I did not understand the gentle- 
man North Carolina as objecting, 
ally, to the editors of the Union, but only to 
the principles avowed in their paper—print 
h he could not sanction by voting - them any 
sortion of the public patronage. I have said that 

have not only no personal objection to those 
vrentlemen, but that have no objection to the 
principles which they avow. On the contrary, 
sir, if the contract system was annulled, and the 
}1ouse was called upon to elect printers, I mich 
prefer them to almost any other men, and cast my 
vote accordingly. But there is the difficulty; the 
contract system is in force, and the committee had 
no right to assume legislative power, and practi- 
cally repeal it, without the consent of the House. 

Sir, the contract system was adopted in order to 
avoid the objections which were brought on all 


ish, or alter 


creed 


from persou- 


roa 
uples 


whic 


I have none of 


I did not be- 
lieve you would attempt to ingraft the vrounds of 
your objections to Donelson & Armstrong upon 
the Democratic creed. 
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hands against the old system of election. Itis well 


known that system was a corrupt one, and that | 


there never was an election of printer to Congress 
which was not mingled, more or less, with in- 
trigue, coalition, and corruption; and there never 
was a printer elected by Congress who did not 
subsequently ask for some 
terms of the contract under which he w 


was required 
to do the printing. 


We know that political print- 
ers were paid by their party when in a majority, 
some $40,000 over and above the price a which 
they undertook to do the Sinton of Congress. 
And where a bonus in that shape was not given, 
it was customary for the elected printers to charge 
extras, not strictly permitted by the terms of elec- 
tion, but whiel h were allowed by the committees 
and by Congress, in order—not to compensate 
them for their losses, for they pretended to no 
losses—but to make up the profits to which they 
thought they were entitled. 
Well, sir, that system was repealed—repealed, 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
CrinGMAn] well said, by a Democratic Congress. 
A gentleman then representing , In part, my State 
was chairman of the Committee on Printing. He 
urged the adoption of the contract system as the 
right one. It was so esteemed by the people, and 
statement made here, before the system has 
had a fair trial, can convince them to the contrary. 
If it has not been found to work well, the fault is 
in the manner in which the system has been man- 
, and not in the system itself. Why should 
there be anv more objection to the contract system 
for the public printing than for supplies to the 
Army, or for the transportation of the mails? You 
do not elect the gentlemen who perform such ser- 
vice. They take contracts according to bids, and 
are expected to fulfill those contracts. If the sys- 
managed, the mismanagement is mostly 
our own fault. : 


as 


no 


ared 


tem 18 mis 


My objections to the action of the committee 
will be stated briefly, for | wish to occupy as little 
of the tume of the House as possible. Their action 
was improper, inasmuch as they have assumed, 
and so reported to the House, that the contract is 
violated, without adducing any satisfactory proof 
of the correctness of their assumption, and with- 
out giving the contractor notice of their final in- 
tention with regard to thecontract. The contractor, 
as | understand it, denies not that he received no 
notice that action of some kind would be had upon 
the part of this committee, but that he was specifi- 


cally notified of their intention to annul in part the | 


contract with him, and give the work 
body else. 


to some- 
And | do not understand the commit- 
tee to assert that they did give him such notice. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Will the gen- 
tleman allow me for a moment to submit a ques- 
tion to my colleague upon the committee? [Mr. 
Gorman.] I desire to know of him whether he 
did not go, personally, to this contractor and tell 
him what we desicned to do—if he did not show 
how much he was in default, and propose to give 
Mr. Hamilton a written notice to that effect? 
Mr. GORMAN. Iwentto Mr. Hamilton in 
the Hall, and said to him, ** We are going to take 
some action upon this matter of public printing, 
wherein we suppose you have failed, pe want to 
see you. Do you wanta written notice?’’ ‘ By 
no means,”’ says he, 


the committee, where I saw him—where the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky [Mr. Stanton] saw him, 
and where the gentleman from New York (Mr, 
Haven] saw him. And the course of the contractor 


in relation to this matter, has only added insult to | 


injury. 

‘Mr. FITCH. That is precisely the case I put. 
I said there was no doubt that the contractor had 
received notice of some action upon the part of 
the committee, but that he had received no specific 
notice of the kind of action which that committee 
was to take. He had not been notified that they 
intended to declare this contract null and void, and 
of their further intention to give the printing to 
1 bac ly else. 

.GORMAN. My friend has fallen into an 
in this. We have notabrogated the contract. 
Mr. FITCH. I will come to that presently. 

Mr. GORMAN. We have not only not abro- 
gated this contract, but, on the contrary, we have 
expressly pursued that contract, insisting that he 
should execute his contract, and requiring that he | 
should pay all damages. 


error 


modification of the | 


‘¢] will be sure to be there.”? | 
And, in obedience to that notice, he did go before 


April 15. 


Mr. FITCH. I will come to > that presently. 
am aware that the committee have not formal 
abrogated the contract. But, first, I will siebaael 
with stating my objections to their action. Thei - 
action was further improper in bestowin, o = 
work upon partisan editors—the favorites of mem. 
bers of the committee—and highly improper ' 
bestowing a portion of it—half or more—upon a) 
editor, or publisher, whose opinions, and thoss 
expressed in his paper, differ with those of thre, 
fifths of the members of both Houses of Congress 
If the work is to be given to partisan editors, why 
not give it to those whose opinions coine ide wit! 
those of a majority here? Iti IS Wrong to best aa 
it, unless as a contractor by a bid, Where all can 
compete, upon any partisan, but especi: ially up 
one whose paper has teemed with abuse of a ma 
jority of those who are to bestow the patrona 
‘and whose office has poured forth slanders by 
wholesale upon the party of that majority. l al 
lude to Gideon & Co. It is true, that it was said 
yesterday, that the Gideon & Co. who were in- 
cluded in this new printing distribution, were no: 
the Gideon & Co. of the Republic. But [ appre. 
hend such subterfuge - 

Mr. GORMAN. That was in relation to the 
bid, not in relation to our present arrangement, 

Mr. FITCH. I object further to the action of 
this committee, because they have left in the hands 
of the public printer a very large branch of the 
public printing, of which they declare he has de- 
layed or neglected the execution, and has not Jaid 
upon our tables within a reasonable time. The 
second section of the law under which the com- 
mittee acts, very clearly implies that it is their 
duty to see to that portion of the public printing 
which is neglected or delayed. But we have th; 
admission of the honorable gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Haven,] that every class of the print- 
ing is well done, and delivered according to the 
contract, except class No. 4—that of Executiy: 
documents; while we have the ae of the 
chairman of that committee, [Mr. GorMAN N,] that 
this very class, or a large portion of it, is left in 
the hands of the printer; while matter of the other 
classes, which they admit he executes properly and 
promptly, is retained, and has not been put in th 
hands of the printer at all. The committee have 
withheld, in part, the work from him, but not of 
the only class which it appears they sb arge him 
with neglec ting or delaying, and now endeavor to 
prejudice us against him, by attributing to him 
‘© neglect or delay’’ of the whole work, including 
that which they have never given, and for the 
delay of which they are responsible. Their duty 
under the law ver y clearly was to have taken that 
which the contractor had delayed or neglected to 
execute, and bestowed it upon some one a 
charging the contractor the difference between 
what they paid for it and the contract price. But 
instead of doing this, they have left this portion 
of it in his hands, still further to be delayed, while 
they have withheld from him work he might have 
done, and which they admit he previously had 
done, and properly. ‘What better grounds could 
he have for coming here hereafter, “with a claim 
for indemnity? All he will have to do to establish 
a claim, will be to prove that the committee have 
withheld from him the work which he was ready 
to execute—proof which it will not be difficult to 
obtain, when the admission of the committee fur- 
nish him with most of it. 

Mr. GORMAN. If the gentieman will permit 
me to interrupt him, I will say that we should 
have taken this work from him long AZO, but for 
the fact that we could not agree who to give it to. 
We could not agree upon any one to make a con 


rp 
’ 


} 
| tract with. 


In reference to this withholding work from the 
public printer, I will say that we do not put this 
work into the hands of the printer. That is the 
business of the Clerk of the House of Represent- 
atives and of the Secretary of the Senate. If they 
have gone to him it is their fault. But we could 
not take this document, which he has delayed or 
neglected to print, outof his hands, until we could 
agree upon some one to give the printing to. 

“Mr. FITCH. Mr. Speaker, it would certainly 
have been as well for the committee to have taken 
those documents out of the contractor’s hands, and 
retained them till they could have found some one 
to do the work, as to leave them to be delayed in 
his hands, and better than to have withheld those 
which they have never presented to him, and which, 
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